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Y The first AEC to join the 
Tom Johnston fleet was 11 
GKN, a 'tin front' Mammoth 
Major Mk III, which was also 
the first to appear on the 
dealer's stand at the Kent 
County Show. It is seen here 
with an earlier Mammoth 
Major, LKM 592, which came 
from the Goldwells fleet, and 
an AEC Mercury, dating from 
the early 1960s. 


> The first eight-wheeler to join the Tom Johnston 
livestock transport fleet was this ERF 68G, RTM 
566, which was probably responsible for Neil's 
regard for the ERF marque in the first place. 


Y When Neil returned to the fold from his 
apprenticeship at AEC at the end of the 1960s, the 
Johnston livestock fleet included this six-wheeled 
ERF tractor unit, BVT 357C, which he drove 
between Kent and Sotland or Belgium. 
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A I960 AEC Mammoth Major Mk V, 12 LKK, is seen with AEC Mercury, 490 PKE, in the new blue W E Reeve livery, after the company was sold, 
with MK III eight-wheeler, 11 GKN and a couple of AEC Mercury artic units, including 606 VKR, still in the pre-1966 red livery used under Tom 
Johnston ownership. 
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A Lifetime with Lorries 


Neil Johnston’s Lifetime with Lorries 


N eil Johnston has been involved with 
lorries for his whole life. Working for 
his family's business, apprenticed to 
AEC and later driving for a number of other 
companies, his career is rather like that of many 
other transport professionals. The difference 
is that he has a photographic collection which 
reflects his years with lorries, with emphasis on 
the livestock and general haulage vehicles with 
which he was involved during the 1960s. 

The offer to use these pictures for the next 
Road Haulage Archive issue was too good to 
turn down, as it provides a progression, from 
the earliest vehicles operated during the 1950s 
by Tom Johnston, Neil's father, in connection 
with his livestock business, based at Detling, 
near Maidstone, Kent, through the many lorries 
operated by the company, especially after the 
general haulage business and vehicles of W 
E Reeve Ltd of Maidstone were taken over, 
along with a look at some interesting vehicles 
with which Neil came into contact with during 
his years as an apprentice at AEC, the lorries 
he drove for his father's company and many 
more, mainly tippers, which he drove for other 



A Photographed in its prime, carrying a load of sheep from Scotland down to Detling, for onward sale, 
ERF 68G, RTM 566, is seen in a lay-by overlooking the North Sea on the A1 near Berwick on Tweed. The 
1956 Gardner 6LW-powered lorry was originally operated by Aves of Sandy. This vehicle was probably 
responsible for instilling Neil Johnston with his on-going regard for the ERF marque. 



raw jimnitiN 


A From 1959, when the first AEC joined the Tom Johnston fleet, to 1967, one of the company's new vehicles was to be seen on the stand of local dealer W H 
Gatward at the Kent County Show. Here, AEC Mammoth Major 8 MKV, 12 LKK (Kent, 1960), the second AEC eight-wheeler to join the Johnston fleet, is flanked 
on the left by similar vehicle, 14 LKK, for haulage contractors, E & H Ridgewell, of Northfleet, and a 'tin-front' Mammoth Major Mk III for Goldwells of East 
Mailing, the cider makers, later to become part of the Allied Breweries group, with the nameboard on the cab advertising 'Pink Lady', a perry-based drink, a 
competitor to 'Babycham' in that era. On the right, there are two AEC Mercurys, both with Boyes third axle conversions, 1 LKK, destined for the Henley's fleet, 
and AF 142, with 'cherished' registration, for Alan Firmin. All of them have platform bodies; what a splendid line-up. 
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< A 1961 AEC Mercury six-wheeler, 4 PKR, is seen 

here in the Johnston yard at Detling, 

fitted with a cattle container, along with Thames 

Trader, 486 MKL (Kent, 1960), fitted 

with the cattle box from an earlier Dodge, 5 DKK, 

and 417 RKM, a 1961 four-wheeled AEC 

Mercury. Although in use on cattle transport, both 

AECs carry the W E Reeve lettering on 

their cabs. All the fleet was still painted in Tom 

Johnston's red livery at this time, however. 

V A lovely line-up of AEC Mercury artics in the 

Detling yard, all in the original red 

livery and dating from 1961 to 1963, from the 

right, 7349 WY, 606 VKR and 8 VKT with W E 

Reeve on the cab-top nameboard, with 6 UKK and 

damaged 12 TKJ on the left, with Tom Johnston 

lettering. 


his enthusiasm for lorries in general. He now 
spends a lot of time building models of the 
lorries he remembers from his career, when he 
isn't visiting vehicle rallies and other events. 

Neil's father, Tom Johnston was a Scot who 
settled in Kent to become a "Livestock Salesman 
and Exporter" as it said on the headboard of 
his vehicles, based at Detling in Kent, on land 
where the Kent County Showground is now. He 
found he needed his own lorries to collect and 
deliver sheep, to and from Scotland in particular, 
and a fleet was built up from the 1950s onwards, 
with the first eight-wheelers coming towards at 
the end of the decade. 

In 1959, he took over the business of 
transport contractor, W E Reeve Ltd of 
Maidstone, when the owner died. The livestock 
and general haulage fleets were operated 
alongside each other, with the cattle boxes 
being fitted and taken off the eight-wheelers 
especially, according to traffic requirements. 

From 1963 to 1969, Neil Johnston was 
apprenticed at AEC's Southall works, where he 




A The change to blue livery is shown by 1960 AEC Mammoth Major 8 Mk 
V, 12 LKK, first seen on the stand at the Kent County Show, loaded with 
paper reels from Aylesford, plus AEC Mercury four-wheeler, 490 PKE of 
1961, both in blue, with 1959 Mammoth Major 11 GKN and two Mercury 
artics, including 606 VKR, in red, although carrying the W E Reeves 
fleetname. 


A So far, it's nearly all AECs. Neil photographed plenty of lorries while he was 
apprenticed at AEC, including this Works Transport Mammoth Major Mk V, which 
ran on Middlesex tradeplates 490 H. 
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A Lifetime with Lorries 



A 1: This AEC Marshal six-wheeler belonged to Lockheed Automotive Products, AAC 46B (Warwickshire, 1964). Neil well remembers this one, as his first job as 
an apprentice in the Gearbox Overhaul Section was to work on a seized sixth gear in the D197 gearbox, under the watchful eyes of Arthur Smith and George 
Dollery. 2: Neil got to drive an ERF when he returned to the family firm, with this Cummins-powered six-wheeled tractor unit, BVT 357T, ex-A G Bird heavy 
haulage, which pulled a specially-built three-deck livestock trailer, mainly between Kent and Scotland or Belgium. 3: Into the 1970s, and two ERFs and a Foden in 
the Tom Johnston fleet were replaced with three Volvo F88s, the last of which was this left hand drive six-wheeled rigid, for which a draw-bar trailer was built. 



A For 15 years, until 2003, when the boss retired, Neil drove a succession of MAN artic bulk tippers for A & 
J Hirst, based in Snodland. Here this MAN 18-403, P484 MKJ, dating from 1997, shows off a newly-painted 
Crane Fruehauf 'bathtub' tri-axle tipping trailer.lnset: From 2003, until he retired from driving in 2012, Neil 
drove for S Clark, of Penge, an old-established ERF operator, from its base at Rochester, Kent, taken over 
from Hirst. Before ending his career driving a Renault, Neil was given a DAF CF 'Spacecab' unit, similar to 
AE60 DMO, with which he continued to haul sand and gravel around South-east England. 


went to "learn how to mend them, rather than 
build them". He had plenty of adventures 
along the way, with his weekends being far 
from days off, often entailing a trip to Scotland 
and back with loads of animals. 

Meanwhile, in 1966, the W E Reeve general 
haulage business was sold, the livery changing 
from red to blue. This issue of the Road 
Haulage Archive contains many pictures of 
the vehicle fleet, both in its original red livery, 
carrying the Tom Johnston or W E Reeve 
name, plus the blue post-sale colour scheme. 

Neil returned to the fold for a few years, 
driving the livestock vehicles to and from 


Scotland and over to Belgium, often double- 
manned. However, after being asked to 
do too many solo trips every week, he left 
to drive tippers locally around Kent. This 
he did for a number of different operators 
for the rest of his career in transport. He 
comments that he must have spent 40 years 
out of his driving days hauling aggregates 
out of Wettern Brothers' Aylesford sand pit, 
along the many other jobs, all of which he 
has recorded, along with the photographic 
evidence. 

This provides us with a story as the basis of 
the publication, truly a 'Lifetime with Lorries'. 



A After leaving the livestock haulage 
business in 1971, Neil first drove this 
Scammell Routeman eight-wheeled tipper, 
YGK 219G (London, 1968-9) for Bearsted 
Contractors, based near Maidstone, hauling 

• sand, gravel and asphalt. It made a change 
to be on local work and home each evening. 









A Next, after a short spell as a lorry 
mechanic, Neil spent around ten 
years driving for Peach Contractors of 
Lordswood, Chatham. The first lorry he 
drove for this company was a Perkins 
540-powered Leyland Mastiff four-wheeled 
tipper, again carrying aggregates or 
asphalt mainly around Kent. 



A In the mid-1980s, a move to Gardiner's 
Transport saw Neil driving first Iveco and 
then ERF artic bulk tippers, including this 
El 4, H994 AKE. 
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Tom Johnston 



A This Commer Superpoise, KKO 1 (Kent, 1948), was the fist cattle truck used by Tom Johnston in connection with buying and selling livestock. It had previously 
been owned by The Crown, with Queen Mary's name in the logbook, crowns painted out on the doors and a varnished finish on the body. 

The very first vehicle used in connection with the business was an ex-National Fire Service Ford E94, GLW 825 (London, 1942), bonneted, with the oval-shaped 
grille, known as 'The Old Grey Lorry'. 


T he establishment of a transport fleet 
and the development of a haulage 
business has often resulted from the 
need to move the company's own goods 
- along with a business opportunity or 
two along the way, prompting a change of 
direction of emphasis. This was very much 
the case for Tom Johnson. 

Tom was a Scot, who was intending to 
emigrate during the early years of World War 
II. He was persuaded not to - or prevented 
from doing so - at Brooms Hall, Hucking, 
Kent, buying a plot of land next to Detling 
Aerodrome, where he established Murrain 
Place Farm. This now forms part of the Kent 
County Showground, on which Neil's family 
retained grazing rights for some time. 

During the 1940s, Tom Johnston 
established his business, buying and selling 
sheep and cattle. The nameboards on the 
front of the cattle boxes on the vehicles and 
the company letterhead described him as a 
'Livestock Salesman and Exporter'. A major 



A This TS3 diesel-powered Commer QX Mk IV, 680 JKK (Kent, 1960), although operated by another local 
company, is seen carrying an ex-Johnston cattle box. 














A 1: During the 1950s, a number of Commer QX joined the Tom Johnston 
fleet as livestock transporters, before the Dodge and ERR First came WKN 766 
(Kent, 1955), seen in front of the three-bay shed, here filled with hay, where the 
block and tackle for removal of the cattle boxes was later rigged up. 

2-3: Two pictures from the bodybuilders, showing the rear of the cattle box on 
the first Commer chassis. It was later re-mounted on later Commers for further 
service. 


4: The different style of grille shows that 124 AKT (Kent, 1957), was a later 
Commer QX Interim Mk III, with the wider grille bars. The body went on to a 
further Commer, 357 DKL, the following year, which turned over north of Jack's 
Hill Cafe on the A1 near Stevenage. The body went onto AEC Mercury, 291 
LKT, and it was rebuilt with a platform body for the W E Reeve fleet, but was 
promptly burnt out on Wrotham Hill with a load of paper on board. 
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> The first eight-wheeler in the Tom Johnston fleet 
was this ERF 68G, RTM 566 (Bedfordshire, 1956) 
which was originally operated by Aves of Sandy. It 
was a six-wheeler, converted to an eight-wheeler, 
and fitted with a Gardner 6LW from new. It was 
bought when less than two years old, from dealer 
Jordan, in Biggleswade, having been noticed by 
Tom Johnston on his way to Scotland. 

This picture shows the vehicle as it was first 
operated by Tom Johnston, fitted with a wooden 
cattle container on its platform body, built by Brunt 
and Aylett, which built all Johnston's cattle boxes. 


Y The ERF eight-wheeler, RTM 566, is seen later 
in life, in front of a Thames Trader also in the fleet 
by then. The ERF's doors have now been lettered 
with 'Tom Johnston Transport Maidstone Livestock' 
and the telephone number, while the front of the 
box shows 'Tom Johnston Ltd Attested Beef Cattle 
Store Sheep Detling and Phone Maidstone 87787. 
Note the extra grille above the usual ERF oval as, 
surprisingly, the Gardner 6LW ran hot. 



Tom Johnston 



putting the largest sheep at the front, lower 
level, with the smaller animals further up 
at the back, to give the appearance of a 
uniform larger size. Neil says he couldn't 
possibly comment of who that dealer might 
have been... 

The Johnston fleet gradually increased 
during the 1950s, with the predictable 
Commer and Dodge four-wheelers, but a 
move to eight-wheelers for the long distance 
movements started in 1957, when an ERF 
68G joined the fleet. The movements later 
also included shipping the beasts to Belgium 
for slaughter there for the local market. 

Neil tells stories of his boyhood when, 
before school, with the sheepdog, he might 
be given the job of rounding up 1200 sheep, 
ready for a load. He can remember looking 
across to the main road, seeing the school 
bus going without him and having to put 


part of the business was to become the 
movement of sheep to Sotland, for fattening 
up on the hills, and their return for sale. The 
fields at Detling were used to store and 
graze the sheep between movements. 

There was a natural progression into the 
operation of vehicles for the movement of 
the animals, which was carried out on an 
'F' licence (the F or Farmer's Licence, which 
ran alongside the old 'A, B and C' licensing 
system, and allowed various concessions on 
hours and so on, when transporting animals). 

Tom Johnston became well-known, both 
in South-east England and Scotland. A story 
is told of a sheep dealer who made use of 
the slight slope on St Boswells cattle market, 

> The ERF is seen again, with a different cattle 
box, originally carried by an Albion six-wheeler. 
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V The first AEC to join the Tom Johnston fleet was 
this 'tin-front' Mammoth Major 8 Mk III, 11 GKN 
(Kent, 1959). It is seen here with a cattle box on its 
platform body. This was also the first Johnston lorry 
to appear at the Kent County Show on the stand of 
W H Gatward, the local dealer, which was repeated 
annually until 1967. The eight-wheelers were used 
on general haulage or fitted with the cattle boxes 
as traffic required. 




A This Dodge 300 Series, 5 DKK (Kent, 1958 - Tom Johnston seems to have obtained some rather nice 
registration numbers for his new vehicles over the years), was photographed in July of that year, on the 
meadow in front of the Johnston house at Detling. The headboard of the cattle body says 'Tom Johnston 
Ltd, Haulage contractors and Livestock Salesmen', with the thistle recalling the operator's Scottish roots. 

This was the first LAD-cabbed Dodge in Kent and the picture was featured in a Dodge brochure at 
the time. The livestock body had originally been designed for the carriage of horses. People asked how 
the sheep were posed like that for the photograph; what you can't see is the sheepdog behind the lorry, 
keeping them in place... 



> The second AEC eight-wheeler in the Tom 
Johnston fleet was 12 LKK (Kent, I960), this 
Mammoth Major Mk V, with the Park Royal cab, 
which appeared on the Gatward stand at the 1960 
Kent show, seen here fitted with the Brunt and 
Aylett wooden cattle box also seen on AEC, 11 
GKN, and the ERF, RTM 566. At this time, all the 
fleet were painted red and carried ' Tom Johnston' 
on the cab-top nameboard. 


Y The 1960 AEC Mammoth Major 8 Mk V for 
the Tom Johnston fleet is seen before delivery, 
on the W H Gatward stand at the Kent County 
Show in 1960, along with a similar vehicle, 14 
LKK, for haulage contractors, E & H Ridgewell, of 
Northfleet, and a 'tin-front' Mammoth Major Mk 
III for Goldwells of East Mailing, the cider makers, 
later to become part of the Allied Breweries 
group, with the nameboard on the cab advertising 
'Pink Lady', a perry-based drink, a competitor to 
'Babycham' in that era. 







































up with his mates ribbing him the next day 
about being a lazy so-and-so, missing a day's 
school. "I often went to school for a rest," he 
says. 

Neil, along with his friend Ralph Stevens, 
spent his last school summer holidays in 1963 
removing trees and levelling the ground 
ready for the Kent County Agricultural 
Society to set up the showground at Detling, 
although the family business carried on, still 
using much of the land for grazing. & 


> In 1960, two new AEC Mercury long wheelbase 
four-wheelers also joined the Johnston fleet, with 
the standard early-style Park Royal cab with the 
split screen. 291 LKT (Kent, 1960) is seen here with 
the lengthened cattle box originally used on a 
Commer. 

Y The 1960 AEC Mercury, 291 LKT is seen this 
time with the slightly wider cattle box, which had 
formerly been used on the six-wheeled Albion, 

YKE 718 (Kent, 1956). 



A The other 1960 AEC Mercury, 
292 LKT, seen here with the narrow 
cattle box, was fitted with a narrow 
body, ex-Tunnel Cement, which 
later collapsed, the comment being 
made that it was only the sheep 
holding it up... 


< Seen parked with the ERF eight¬ 
wheeler, RTM 566, this Albion 
Reiver six-wheeler, YKE 718 (Kent, 
1956). In spite of its stylish cab, this 
was not a very successful vehicle. 
After it had overturned, it was 
fitted with a platform body and the 
cattle body made into a separate 
container, as seen here, and also 
used on other lorries. Later, the six- 
speed gearbox went into another 
second-hand lorry, a Leyland four- 
wheeler. 
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> The 1956 Albion Reiver, YKE 718, is seen in this colour picture when it first 
joined the Tom Johnston fleet, looking very smart. It's a pity its performance 
did not match its looks. 


< This picture shows an LAD-cabbed Leyland Super Comet, 
converted to a 'Chinese six' with a second-steer axle, 356 RH, 
of Eling Transport of Sheffield, with Tom Johnston AEC Mercury, 
291 LKT and AEC Mammoth Major 8, 11 GKN. 


A This Bedford TK , 733 WKO (Kent, 1963), was photographed 
when it first joined the Tom Johnston fleet, second-hand from 
H C Love & Sons, of Leysdown, on the Isle of Sheppey. It 
came with this cattle box with a short Luton head, which had 
previously been mounted on a Bedford 'S' Type chassis. 

It was sent to Crouch of Ashford for a new, more useful, 
three-deck body, similar to the one seen on a livestock 
transporter of Holmewood of Park Farm, Ashford, seen in a 
Vintage Roadscene 'Scenes Past' feature on livestock haulage. 
Looking forward, this was the lorry which Neil drove to 
Edinburgh and back over a weekend during 1966, while he was 
an apprentice at AEC. 
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> A more successful Albion in the Tom Johnston 
fleet was this four-wheeled Chieftain, with the LAD 
cab. 2 GKN (Kent, 1959) came second-hand from 
A J Miles, complete with a varnished Jennings 
cattle box. It's looking a little more utilitarian here, 
but fully liveried and lettered with the company's 
details. 

One of the AEC Mercury four-wheelers can be 
seen in the shed, with its cattle box lifted off with 
the block and tackle system, ready to go to work 
as a flat on general haulage in between livestock 
jobs. 


V Another second-hand vehicle was this AEC 
Mammoth Major MK III, LKM 592 (Kent, 1949), 
which came from the Goldwells of East Mailing 
fleet. It survived in the Johnston fleet long enough 
to carry W E Reeve Ltd on the cab-top nameboard. 
The Johnston and Reeve fleets were used on 
whatever work there was, livestock or general 
haulage, with the eight-wheelers in particular 
having the cattle boxes fitted and removed as 
necessary. 
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Y 1: Two more AEC Mercury four-wheelers and 
a six-wheeler, with a Boyes third axle, joined the 
Johnston fleet in 1961. This is 417 RKM, which 
carried the cattle box originally used on a Commer 
two-stroke, 357 DKL, then AEC Mercury 291 LKT, 
which had been lengthened from 18 ft to 22 ft, to 
suit the AECs. 


2: The other 1961 AEC Mercury four-wheeler, 490 
PKE, is seen here in the Detling yard in the winter 
snow, its Park Royal cab contrasting with the earlier 
style fitted to older Mercury 292 LKT, here with a 
sheeted load on general haulage work. 490 PKE 
was fitted with an extra leaf on the rear nearside 
spring, to assist with the camber encountered on 
most single carriageway roads in those days. Neil 
went along with the driver with a load of sheep to 
France at the age of 14, and was given the job of 
driving it back to Calais - the extra spring now far 
from helpful with the opposite camber for a rather 
young driver - but he coped... 
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A The 1961 AEC Mercury six-wheeler, 4 PKR, is 
seen here in the yard, fitted with a cattle container, 
along with Thames Trader, 486 MKL (Kent, 1960), 
fitted with the cattle box from earlier Dodge, 5 
DKK, which was driven by ex-RSM Dawson, who 
brought his military ways to the haulage business, 
according to Neil, and 417 RKM. Although in use 
on cattle transport, both AECs carry the W E 
Reeve lettering on their cabs. All the fleet was still 
painted in Tom Johnston's red livery at this time, 
however. 

> There's always an exception, and this Austin 
FH was used in its previous operator's blue livery 
for a time. NEY 340 (Anglesey, 1963) came from 
Croydon Horse & Cattle Transport, in lieu of a 
debt. 



< Neil says he spent some 
time arranging this line-up 
of Tom Johnston's livestock 
transporters in the yard for 
the photograph in his teens in 
the early 1960s. Left to right 
are the 1959 Albion Chieftain, 
2 GKN, 1960 AEC Mercury, 
490 PKE, earlier 1960 Mercury, 
292 LKT, 1956 Albion Reiver, 
YKE 718 and the first AEC 
Mammoth Major from 1959, 

11 GKN. 

We will now move on to the 
W E Reeve general haulage 
fleet, with pictures from 
before and after the livery was 
changed from red to blue. 
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W E Reeve Ltd 



A It might seem strange to start the section on the lorries in the W E Reeve fleet with pictures of a Tom Johnston vehicle, but most of the lorries were used 
for both livestock and general haulage as required. Here is the ERF 68G eight-wheeler, RTM 566, basically still in the red livery, but obviously in the course of a 
repaint, the front panels in primer, the name painted out on the door and W E Reeve on the top sheet over the load. Perhaps past its prime by now, the ERF was 
still capable of a good day's work. 


G oing back to 1959, the death of 
Wally Reeve resulted in transport 
contractors, W E Reeve Ltd, based 
in Bluett Street, Maidstone, coming onto 
the market. Tom Johnston stepped in and 
bought the business, which continued in 
general haulage, the vehicles all moving to 
Detling, the Bluett Street premises sooner or 
later giving way to housing. 

The Reeve fleet at the time was made up 
of eight or nine four-wheelers, BMCs and 
Bedford 'S' and 'O' Types, plus a Commer 
Superpoise. There were also three BMC 
701'son order from local dealer, Normand 
Garages, based in Fairmeadow, Maidstone, 
including one which came with a Boyes third 
axle conversion. These were another reason 
behind the sale of the Reeve business to 
Tom Johnston. 

Among the company's work were contracts 
for a couple of milk churn collection vehicles, 
on which work two of the BMCs continued 
under Johnston ownership. The Commer 


A Its front panels looking a little battered, the ERF is seen this time, complete with Tom Johnston 
lettering, loaded with tiles, presumably from Marley's factory nearby, at Sevenoaks. 
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This time the ERF is loaded with paper reels. 
The W E Reeve sheet is very large and would 
have required careful handling in windy 
weather, but it's neatly roped down here. 





1-3 The ERF 
seen again with 
different loads and 
unladen - looking 
pretty smart. The 
Tom Johnston 
lettering was 
always horizontal, 
where as the W E 
Reeve leetering 
was curved, 
offering a good 
clue for the black 
and white pictures, 
as to which colour 
scheme a vehicle 
was painted in. 


Superpoise, for some unknown reason, but 
possibly because it was a cancelled order 
from Post Office Telephones, had just one 
rubber front wing on its Airflow Streamlines 
cab. The mechanics had fun bending this, 
so that the headlight faced sideways. They 
once joked with Tom Johnston that this was 
the result of young Neil hitting something 
while driving it around the yard. Of course, 
no harm was done, apart from the 'thick ear' 
Neil got from his father, before the truth 
came out... 

The Reeve fleet was gradually built-up, 
with AEC being the preferred marque, after 
the first new eight-wheeler was bought in 
1959. Nearly every year, at the Kent show, 
there would be an AEC on the dealer, W H 






V An off-side view of AEC 11 GKN, loaded with 
sacks of vegetables. 


Gatward's stand, with a Tom Johnston or W E 
Reeve name board on the cab. During 1961- 
2, three Dodge 300 Series four-wheelers 
also joined the fleet. Their hydraulic brakes 
were the cause of a number of cab re-builds 
over the ensuing years, although it was not 
just the Dodges which suffered accidental 
damage, as we will see... 

Various vehicles were swapped between 
the Johnston and Reeve fleets at this time, 
with removable cattle containers used, 
especially on the eight-wheelers, to make 
them multi-purpose, the bodies on the 
four-wheeled cattle trucks being removed 
less often. If vehicles were needed to move 
animals from market, the cattle boxes would 
be quickly fitted to carry the animals to 
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< The first AEC in the Tom Johnston fleet was 
Mammoth Major Mk III eight-wheeler, 11 GKN, 
seen here in the yard with a full load of bricks. 
There is no lettering on the door. 



The 'tin-front' Mk III, 11 GKN, lined-up with 
exposed radiator LKM 592, the 1949 Mammoth 
Major Mk III, which came second-hand from 
Goldwells, here sporting a W E Reeve nameboard 
on its cab-top, like the AEC Mercury next to it. 
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Right and below: Two views of 11 GKN, repainted in 
W E Reeve livery, blue with the curved name on the 
doors. The lorry has been fitted wih a new 8 ft wide 
'ally' body, not to mention a new front panel, having 
been backed into by another vehicle in the yard. 






A Left: Moving on to the second AEC eight-wheeler to join the Tom Johnston fleet, loaded with paper reels ready to go, 12 LKK is seen in the yard. Right: The 
AEC MK V, 12 LKK, is parked in the yard, next to the 'tin-front' Mk III, 11 GKN, offering us a comparison of the cab styles. Below: 12 LKK, a 1960 Mammoth 
Major Mk V, is seen loaded with reels of paper, along with 1961 AEC Mercury, 490 PKE, which is carrying the W E Reeve fleetname, both being checked over 
outside the workshops, prior to leaving on their journeys. 
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Detling for storage on the grazing land or 
onward to customers. 

The cattle bodies were lifted on and off 
with a block and tackle, which was inside a 
three-bay shed at the Detling yard. An old 
chassis and spare vehicles were used to 
store the cattle boxes when not in use and 
to move them about the yard. A new office 
was built, while there was also a workshop 
building, alongside the family home, which 
was enlarged over the years and still there. 

The W E Reeve fleet livery had originally 
been green and grey, soon re-painted all¬ 
grey, which changed to Tom Johnston's red 
after the takeover. Sometimes vehicles were 


was owned by the Ryland Brothers, Tony 
and David, who also owned a number of 
Esso service stations across Kent. The Reeve 
fleet continued to operate from the Detling 
yard for a time, but eventually moved to Gas 
Road, Sittingbourne, where the Kemsley 
Light Railway now operates. A low bridge 
kept the maximum height of vehicles and 
loads which could be accommodated there 
to about 13 ft. The fleet went on to include 
AECs, Atkinsons, Seddon Atkinsons, and 
later Scanias, while the Sittingbourne yard is 
now used by a recycling company. 

Many of the pictures in this issue show 
the lorries in the Johnston and Reeve fleets 


> The AEC Mk V was later fitted with a new 8 ft 
wide alloy body to replace the first, which had 
come second-hand from Tunnel Cement. It was 
also repainted in the blue W E Reeve livery at this 
time, around 1966. 

V The AEC Mk V is seen again with Mercury 490 
PKE, in this colour shot, showing the new blue 
livery, with MK III eight-wheeler, 11 GKN and a 
couple of AEC Mercury artic units, including 606 
VKR, still in the pre-1966 red Reeve livery. 


> Looking a little worse for wear, 1960 AEC 
Mercury, 291 LKT, is seen in the yard, loaded and 
ready to go, along with 11 GKN and one of the 
1961 Mercury four-wheelers, with the later Park 
Royal cab. 


A Above and left: The AEC Mk V seen again in the 
yard, loaded with paper reels. The picture of the 
vehicle in the snow reminds us that Kent can suffer 
from harsh weather conditions in the winter, which 
we will see in other pictures. The Johnston family 
house was at the rear of the shot. It had been 
rebuilt and extended from the original 'prefab'. 


swapped between the fleets, with the name 
changing above the cab. However, there was 
to be a bigger change in 1966, while Neil was 
at AEC. 

The haulage business was sold to George 
Hammond Shipping of Dover. This company 


during the changeover period, so we have 
pictures of the vehicles in both red and blue 
liveries. That's without the various rebuilds, 
re-cabbing and re-bodying after accidents 
and as the fleet requirements dictated 
change. 
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> Mercury 291 LKT has just emerged from the workshops after repairs to 
the cab following an accident, with the headlights yet to be fitted. Two cattle 
boxes can be seen suspended in the shed to the rear, awaiting their next duty. 


< The AEC Mercury has now been repainted in the blue livery and fitted with a 
new alloy body. Notice the damaged A & R J Wood Dodge in the background, 
brought to the Reeve/Johnston yard after an accident. This AEC never had a 
nameboard on the cab-top, as it was originally used with a cattle box. 


A The second 1960 Mercury, 
292 LKT is seen in its original 
Tom Johnston livery, wth a 
neatly roped and sheeted 
load. 


< Mercury 292 LKT is seen in 
the new blue livery, applied 
around 1966. Neil says that 
the signwriter who lettered 
the nameboards kept a piece 
of wood with nails sticking 
out to show him how to 
match the curve of the roof. 
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> The W E Reeve fleet taken over by Tom 
Johnston in 1959 included several BMC lorries, 
finished in a green and grey or all-grey livery. 
Among them was this Austin FE or 701', 161 
BKR (Kent, 1957), which is seen loaded with milk 
churns. Reeve had contracts for a couple of milk 
churn collection vehicles, with the Primrose and 
Len Dairies in Maidstone, both later taken over by 
Express Daires, on which work two of the BMCs 
continued under Johnston ownership. This one was 
driven by Dennis Freeman. 


V Another original Reeve vehicle was this Austin 
FE, XKJ 241, dating from 1956, driven by Brian 
Emery, which was also used on the dairy milk churn 
contracts. 




Y 1: The Austins were 
not always used for 
milk collections, as 
XKJ 241, now with a 
nameboard and sheet- 
rack, is seen with 
another FE, YJH 337. 


2: When Tom 
Johnston took over 
the business of W 
E Reeve, after Mr 
Reeve's death in 1959, 
there were four BMC 
lorries on order. This 
Morris FFK, 884 EKL 
(Kent, early 1959), was 
one of them. It looks 
as if it was still grey 
when photographed 
here. 
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A This Morris FFK, 697 KKN, delivered in early 1960, was another of those on 
order. It is seen here in full W E Reeves red livery, with a couple of AECs which 
came into the fleet soon after. 


A The same Morris FFK, 697 KKN, is seen with 698 KKN, another of the order 
for four, presumably a bit later, as this one looks a bit scruffy. '697' is carrying 
a bitumen storage tank, made by Cartem Engineering of Maidstone, which 
was delivered in Langley, with a Caterpillar D2 tractor brought back, which was 
loaded across planks from a loading bank: pretty scary, according to Neil. 


A Here's another shot 
of Morris FFK, 698 KKN, 
looking rather well- 
used... 


> ... but not as bad as 
697 KKN, after being 
involved in an accident. 


I 





1 P'** 






























A The 1959 Albion Chieftain, 2 GKN, has now been fitted with a cab-top nameboard, with the W E Reeve fleetname, for use on general haulage, without the cattle box. 
Notice that the lettering on the cab doors was always W E Reeve, but with the two separate telephone numbers for transport and livestock. 



A The 1956 Albion Reiver six-wheeler, YKE 718, was now seen with a platform body on general haulage as well, carrying the W E Reeve name and details, but this 
was not to be for long. 
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1: This Leyland Comet four-wheeler, 771 CKP (Kent, 1958) came from a flour miller. During its 
time with the W E Reeve fleet, it was fitted with the six-speed gearbox from the Albion six¬ 
wheeler, when this was taken off the road. 


2: AEC Mercury long wheelbase four-wheelers were to make up a significant part of the 
Johnston and Reeve fleet for a number of years from 1960. This one from that year, 522 KKJ, 
was originally fitted with this style of Duramin cab, like similar vehicles for Alan Firmin. 


3: After an accident, when it rolled down a bank off the M2 motorway, 522 KKJ was fitted 
with the later style of Park Royal cab with a one-piece windscreen. 


4: The next Mercury to arrive was 490 PKE, in April 1961, which first worked on the livestock 
haulage, but was soon transferred to the W E Reeve haulage fleet, as seen here with a good 
load under a 'Johnston'-marked sheet. 
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< The same Mercury, 490 PKE, is seen later, 
repainted in W E Reeve blue, when visiting the 
AEC works at Southall. 


A The driver of 490 PKE, Howard 'Johnny' 
Wilbraham, who added the name 'Roma' above 
the split windscreen, is seen here dressed in a 
smart shirt and tie, taking part in a local Lorry 
Driver of the Year round, complete with the load 
ready for delivery the next day, still in the red 
livery. 














































Four-wheeled Mercury, 5 PKR, is seen here 
in the yeard with several other members 
of the fleet. 
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A The six-wheeler, 4 PKR, is seen with paper reels 
unusually loaded vertically. 

> The narrow front axle on the Mercury, 76 RKP, 
is more obvious in this picture of the lorry in the 
snow, next to the ERF eight-wheeler, both with 
sacks over the grilles to try to keep out the cold. 

V In September 1961, another AEC Mercury 
arrived, 76 RKP, which had a narrow front axle and 
was fitted with hydraulic, rather than air brakes, 
the chassi with the designation 2GM4RH, not 
2GM4RA. Barry Gough was its first driver, but the 
brakes were to catch out others during its life with 
the company. 
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A A colour picture, showing two of the 1961 Mercury four-wheelers, 522 KKJ, with its replacement Park royal cab, and 76 RKP, both repainted in the later W E 
Reeve blue livery, with a Dodge 300 Series in the old red livery behind. 

V A nice shot of Mercury six-wheeler, 4 PKR, repainted blue, with some red lorries behind, notice the different hubs on the trailing rear axle, compared with 
those on the 'live' driven axle. 
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Above and Left: These two shots of 4 and 5 PKR and 490 PKE, lined-up at 
the Reed paper mill at Aylesford, taken from either side, plus other views 
of vehicles in the fleet were used, with the company's details printed on the 
other side, as business cards. 

< The details printed on the other side of the business card. 
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A Seen previously carrying a cattle box, this 1949 AEC Mammoth Major Mk 
III, LKM 592, came from the Goldwells fleet, replaced by the new 'tin-front' 
MK III in 'Pink Lady' livery, seen on the Gatward stand at the 1960 Kent 
County Show beside Tom Johnston's Mk V eight-wheeler. Here is the older 
AEC ready for its next general haulage job in the Reeve fleet. Reeve's fitter, 
Fred Richmond, also came from Goldwells, so he knew this lorry well. 


A Carrying the W E Reeve fleetname above the 
cab for all its time in the fleet, even when used 
with a cattle box, LKM 592 is seen here with a 
high and bulky sheeted load, next to Mercury, 
490 PKE. 

> Another AEC Mammoth Major Mk III came 
second-hand to the Reeve fleet at the start of 
the 1960s. Seen loaded, next to the Mk V eight¬ 
wheeler, still in Tom Johnston livery, when first 
in the fleet, NKT 590 (Kent, 1951), was originally 
used as a dropside by Filmer & Payn Ltd, 
Agricultural Merchants of Sittingbourne, a seen 
in the accompanying picture. 
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A The AEC Mammoth Major, NKT 590, seen in its youth, loaded with sacks of grain in its 
days with agricultural merchants Filmer & Payn Ltd, of Sittingbourne. 

< The AEC eight-wheeler, NKT 590, is seen here outside the workshops at Detling with a 
load of paper reels. 


A Looking somewhat worn this time, awaiting its next load, next to the ERF eight-wheeler, NKT did not last in the Reeve fleet for long. 
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> When its time on the road was over, NKT 590 was 
used for spares. The engine was used in Mammoth 
Major, 11 GKN, the sheetrack and nameboard, 
plus the headboard from the body went on to 
the Thames Trader, after it was transferred from 
livestock haulage duties. A Maudslay Meritor eight¬ 
wheeler was also in the fleet for a short time in the 
early 1960s, before it was 'broken for spares', the 
engine going to Sennocke of Sevenoaks and the 
chassis used to store cattle boxes in the yard when 
not in use. 

V During the early 1960s, the fleet was augmented 
by a number of Dodge 300 Series four-wheelers, 
which went into service at the same time as the 
AECs. the first three were 491-3 RKR (Kent, late 
1961), lined up together here in the yard, as 
originally finished in the red W E Reeves livery. 


Y The three 1961 Dodges lined-up again later, 
showing an interesting range of detail differences. 
These lorries were fitted with hydraulic brakes 
which, as with AEC Mercury, 76 RKP, caught 
drivers out, resulting in a lot of repairs to the front 
of the LAD cabs over the years. 
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Above and below: Various views of the 1961 Dodges, empty and loaded, with paper reels, pipes and a cattle box. Notice the sheet on the vehicle in the 
background, showing dual Reeves and Johnston names. All these pictures show the Dodges in red W E Reeves livery. 
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Here the 1961 Dodges are seen lined-up with another 
later example, dating from 1965, EFN 494C. Although 
the picture is black and white, the curved fleetname on 
the door shows that this one at least was in the later 
blue livery. 




The 1965 Dodge seen previously, along with another, CKP 685C, 
lined-up with AEC Mercury 490 PKE, and Mk V eight-wheeler, 12 
LKK, all looking smart in the new blue livery used from 1966. 
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A Two views of a late Dodge 300 Series six-wheeler with a York trailing axle added,. Fitted with an AEC engine and ten-stud wheels, FKK 889D, dating from 
1966, was in the new blue livery and seen parked with the meadows of the Kent County Showground at Detling, alongside the depot, in the background. 


A 1: Going back a few years, with two Dodges, the Albion Chieftain, AEC Mercury and Mk V eight-wheeler, and a Morris FFK, plus the Albion Reiver looking 
rather sorry for itself, next to an old chassis, in use to store a cattle box between jobs, with all the vehicles in the earlier red livery, all but the eight-wheeler 
carrying the W E Reeve name. 

2: Originally used with a livestock body, this Thames Trader, 486 MKL (Kent, 1960), was later fitted with a headboard and used on general haulage. It is seen here 
with a bulky load, in the yard, in the snow, ready to go out the next day, along with the ERF eight-wheeler, one of the AEC Mercury four-wheelers and 12 LKK, 
the AEC MK V eight-wheeler, loaded with paper reels. 

3: The Trader is seen again in a snowy yard, parked between 12 LKK and a cattle box, stored on an otherwise disused (eight-wheeler?) chassis. 

4 : Another shot of the Trader, parked in front of one of the Dodges. 
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A Left: This ex-Civil Defence Austin K3, GUU 104 (London, 1942) although always run on Kent tradeplates, 565 KT, was used as breakdown vehicle. It performed 
sterling service for many years but, eventually, when it went out to tow in a Mercury on a bar, the petrol engine seized. The solution was to repair the Mercury on 
the spot, and tow in the Austin instead. It ended up as the basis of a farm trailer. Right: The Austin breakdown truck seen in the yard in the snow. There seems to 
have been plenty of hard winters in Kent in the 1960s. 



A 1: In 1962-'63, there were four new AEC Mercury artic tractor units, plus one second-hand example. They all started out in red livery, with at least two carrying 
the Tom Johnston fleetname, but all ended up in the new blue W E Reeve livery. The first to arrive was 12 TKJ, in March 1962, seen here with a tandem-axle 
trailer, with a good load, under a sheet bearing both fleetnames. 2: The first AEC Mercury artic unit, 12 TKJ, is seen here with a York 'Transfour' four-in-line 
trailer, with which these tractor units were often used. The second Mercury unit, 6 UKK is seen to the rear. The front panels of these vehicles were adorned with 
the Turn that lorry round' stickers, which were more usually seen on lorries from the big fleets, like BRS, and this one had a York badge on the grille. 3: Another 
of those bad weather shots, which shows 12 TKJ in the yard with the Austin breakdown truck and a couple of Ford vans, an E83W on the right and an E494C on 
the left. This Mercury was fitted with an extra fuel tank, and had the Park Royal cab with the split screen, whereas the next three were fitted with the one-piece 
windscreen fro new. 4: Towards the end of its time in the red Tom Johnston livery, 12 TKJ, seen here with a loaded York Transfour trailer, suffered damage to the 
front panel. It looks as if it ran into the rear of another vehicle's trailer. 
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A The second Mercury, again with a four-in-line trailer, in the yard with a part¬ 
load. This one had the later-style one-piece screen in its Park Royal cab. By this 
time, it had lost the nameboard on the cab-top. Neil decorated the grille of 
this one with a Boden trailer badge. 


> The second AEC Mercury artic, 6 UKK, arrived 
in July 1962 and is seen in full Tom Johnston livery 
when new in this picture, judging by the clean 
silvered chassis, matched by a Boden four-in-line 
trailer this time. 


V A nice colour picture of 12 TKJ, after repainting 
around 1966 in W E Reeve blue, with the curved 
name on the doors. The headboard of the tandem- 
axle trailer is still red though. 


Another shot of 6 UKK in the snow in the yard 
at Detling, alongside one of the Dodge 300 
Series four-wheelers. 
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A 1 The third AEC Mercury artic was 606 VKR, which arrived in January 1963, and was given the W E Reeve fleetname on its red livery - with straight lettering 
on the doors. It's seen looking pretty smart here, with a four-in-line trailer, with a good load of paper reels. 2: Here is 606 VKR, with 'Pop' Bentham again, loaded 
with an old-style 'Anglo-Continental' container, roped down in the pre-twistlock era. 3: Another view of 606 VKR, with a rather more tidily blanked-off grille, 
again with a mid-length tandem-axle platform trailer. At this time, these vehicles would have worked at 24 tons gross with either one of these or the four-in-line 
trailers. 4: Three of the AEC Mercury artics together; 606 VKR in front, next to 7349 WY, with 12 TKJ at the rear. 
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A Left and right: This Mercury had four cabs in its time in the Reeve fleet because of accident damage. These views show it in use painted in red oxide primer 
and plain red. 



A After it was repainted in W E Reeve blue livery, 606 VKR is seen looking smart, standing in the yard, with a loaded four-in-line trailer. 






























A Left: The Mercury artic is seen in the yard, in its original red livery, with the Leyland Comet rigid, one of the Dodges, AEC eight-wheeler, NKT 590 and Mercury 
rigid, 76 RKP. Right: A colour shot, showing 606 VKR in blue, with 7349 WY at the rear, with its split screen, in red. 



A A fifth AEC Mercury artic unit was added to the fleet, 7349 WY (West 
Yorkshire, 1961), which came second-hand from Townsend-Hook, based at 
Snodland paper mill. It is seen here with a load of concrete pipes on a four-in- 
line trailer, in its first W E Reeve red livery. 



A A colour shot, showing 7349 WY in its red livery, coupled to a tandem trailer, 
next to 6 UKK the AEC Mk V eight-wheeler. 



The only picture we have of 8 VKT, the 
fourth AEC Mercury unit which also came 
new in January 1963, is this shot of it with 
a loaded tandem trailer in the later blue 
livery, with 7349 WY at the rear. 
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A The second-hand Mercury artic, 7349 WY, parked next to 606 VKR, both with loaded trailers, offering a comparison between the split and one-piece screens 
on the Park Royal cabs. 



A A snowy scene, showing 7349 WY, with the Austin K3, a rigid which is probably in the course of being broken for spares and a livestock body, ready to be 
fitted to an eight-wheeler for the next job. 











> The first Ergo-cabbed artic to join the W E Reeve fleet was the only Ergo AEC 
Mercury, HKK 57D, which appeared on the W H Gatward stand at the Kent County 
Show. Unfortunately, this vehicle was rolled on the Bluebell Hill slip road, before it was 
registered, so had to be rebuilt before it entered service. 
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Y Mercury tractor unit, 8 VKT, was damaged when 
its trailer rolled and twisted the unit's chassis. It is 
seen here, having been returned to the yard on a 
four-in-line trailer behind one of the Ergo-cabbed 
units. 


> A later view, showing 7349 WY, its trailer loaded 
with scrap paper, next to two of the later Ergo- 
cabbed AEC artics, LKR 890F and MKL 220F. 



The next Ergo-cabbed artic units to arrive 
were AEC Mandators, LKR 690/691F, in 
late 1967. LKR 690F is seen here, looking 
rather grubby, with a York tandem-axle 
trailer. 
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A Another pair of AEC Mandator Ergo artics, new in 1968, were MKL219/220E This first one is seen here, with a 30 ft container on its platform trailer. 




A 1 The other 1968 AEC Ergo artic unit, MKL 220F, is pictured here with a tall sheeted load. The lettering on the cab is now showing the Sittingbourne base. 

2: Another view of the two AECs, MKL219/220F seen in the yard when new. 3: A further Ergo AEC Mandator artic unit was MKL 851F, which is seen here looking 
very smart when it was brand new. 4: W E Reeve was a good customer for the AEC Mandator tractor unit with the V8 engine in 1968-'69, operating a total of 
five, the first of which was PKR 991G seen here. The others were PKL 745/746G and TKM 978/979H, according to Graham Edge's book on the model. 
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> Rigid four-wheelers and six-wheelers with the 
Ergomatic cab also formed part of the Reeve fleet 
from 1967. Seen here lined-up, loaded and ready 
to go are three of them, LKL 663F and NKE 369F, 
which were AEC Mercury four-wheelers, and NKE 
370F, which was an AEC Marshal six-wheeler. 


A Similarly, AEC Marshal six-wheeler, NKE 370F is loaded and 
ready to go. Note both the smart sheet and and the fly-sheet, tidily 
roped over the load. 


V AEC Mercury, NKE 369F, is seen on its own, 
ready to leave the yard. 


Another Ergo-cabbed AEC 
Mercury, LKE 664F, is seen among 
similar vehicles with the earlier-style 
coachbuilt cabs, looking in need 
of a wash, but ready to deliver a 
load of metal containers for waste- 
bins to Southall, made by regular 
customer, Cartem Engineering of 
Maidstone. 
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Another AEC Marshal six-wheeler, new the following year, 
PKL 742G, is seen when new, with one of its first loads. This 
one, like the V8 Mandator seen previously, has an illuminated 
cab-top nameboard, contrasting with the traditional style 
fitted to most of the vehicles over the years. 



A Another type to enter the W E Reeve fleet in later years was this Commer 
C Series, FKJ 272D. New in 1966, this 12-tonner had a Perkins 6.354 engine. 
This lorry had an 8 ft wide platform body, the width of which caused problems 
parking next to other vehicles from time to time. 



A Yet another type to join the fleet at this time was Dodge K850 12 tonner, 
FKT 589D, which only had eight-stud wheels. 
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Somebody climbed onto the top of the diesel tank to get this shot of part of the W E Reeve fleet parked in the yard, with three AEC Mercury rigids, including 
490 PKE and 292 LKT, and one artic, 606 VKR, the AEC Mk V eight-wheeler, 12 LKK, and three Dodge 300 Series rigids, DKP 103C EFN 494C and CKP 685C, 
lined-up in the new blue livery. At the rear, we can just see various others in red, including the Albion six-wheeler, YKE 718, between the AEC eight-wheeler, NKT 
590 and a BMC FFK in grey and others. 
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AEC Apprentice 



A While apprenticed at AEC in the mid-1960s, Neil took plenty of photographs to record his time there. These include pictures of many vehicles at 
the works, including a number of customers' vehicles, visiting for repairs or to pick up spare parts, plus AEC's own lorries and other suppliers' vehicles. 
They offer something of an insight into the work carried out at the Southall factory and offer views of the buildings rarely seen by outsiders. Some were 
previously published in the AEC Gazette a few years back, but they bear a repeat showing here to a wider audience. (With thanks to Andrew Hollingsworth 
of the AEC Society, on whose captions these are based.) 

Here is an AEC Mercury GM4RH, DJJ 526C, owned by the Regent Oil Company, fleet number 2703. The chassis of this batch of tankers were converted 
to 6x2 configuration by Primrose of Clitheroe, to increase payload and avoid axle overload, while the second steering axle helped with access at restricted 
sites. The box behind the cab housed batteries for the electric pump, intended for quieter deliveries at night. This one was delivering fuel to the works, 
seen outside the rear of 'Binfield's Shop', where rectification work was carried out. Also in view is the front scuttle of a Mk V tractor unit, awaiting dispatch 
to the cab builder. 


N eil was an apprentice at the AEC 
Southall works from 1963 to 1969, 
during which time the W E Reeve 
business was sold. He had an introduction 
from AEC Engineering Director, Bob Fryars 
and took the entrance exam two years 
before he left school. At the time, there 
were 23 AECs in the Johnston fleet, which 
only ever included a maximum of two ERFS, 
much to Neil's disappointment. When he 
arrived at Southall and was asked what was 
the best lorry in the world, he replied: "A 
Gardner-powered ERF," which must have 
gone down well... 

He spent the first six months in the 
Training School, learning how to use tools 


and metal-working, then he moved to the 
'Service Station', rather than the production 
lines. As he says: "I went there to learn how 
to repair them, not build new ones." 

He learned how to recondition 
differentials, then gearboxes, then engines. 
A batch of six of the same engine would 
come in, including the latest 760 and 
691 while he was there, which had to be 
checked for reusable parts, the cylinder 
head re-worked and valves re-seated, then 
the cylinders and pistons matched up, along 
with the con-rods, checked for straightness 
and possible damage, then weighed, to 
balance the engine, all within the acceptable 
tolerances. 


He also worked in the chassis shop. There 
was a mechanic who had the habit of sliding 
under a coach on his crawler-board and 
having '40 winks' after lunch. The foreman 
got the apprentices to quietly push the 
coach out and into another bay over a pit to 
embarrass him. Neil was also involved in the 
pre-delivery final inspection and road testing 
of coaches with AEC chassis. 

While in the 'Binfield Shop' where 
rectification was carried out, the infamous 
AEC V8 engines were among those he 
dealt with. It was while working here that he 
damaged the silencer on his Vespa scooter 
on a kerb in M2 Services, after a night out 
at the bowling alley in Gillingham. Dicky 








ApC Apprentice 


The time were changing at Southall in the 
1960s, with the arrival of the Ergomatic 
tilt-cab range. This pre-production Marshal 
six-wheeler was photographed outside the 
Experimental shop, with the playing fields 
to the rear. Note the Farina-style Wolseley 
6/100, fitted with a badge bar across the 
grille, seldom seen these days. 





< Contrasting with the new Ergo-cabbed vehicle, is this 
Maudslay Meritor eight-wheeler, LLU 305 (London, 1950), from 
the fleet of Sennocke of Sevenoaks, Kent. Neil says the engine 
from Reeve's Meritor, KVR 150, which was 'broken' for spares, 
went into this lorry. 


< An AEC Works 
Transport vehicle, 
on tradeplates 998 
MX, which looks like 
a Mercury, but was 
actually a Maudslay 
Merlin II with a Mercury 
cab, like those supplied 
to Merryweather as fire 
appliance chassis. On 
the left is the works 
Matador breakdown 
lorry, which was about 
to be sold and, to the 
rear, a Roffey Bros 
Mercury awaiting cab 
repairs. 


Bird, the 'acoustics man' at AEC, asked what 
he would like it to sound like when it was 
repaired. When Neil said: "A Gardner 150," 
he was asked to make a recording. With the 
right baffles fitted, the repaired silencer box 
was returned and Neil was able to surprise 
people in the street, who thought a big lorry 
was going past, not a scooter... 

This was a Vespa 'SSI 80', which any ex- 
Mod will recognise as one of the top scooter 
models of its day. Neil lived in 'digs' local 
to the Southall factory from Monday to 

> A prototype AEC Mk V Mammoth Major, which 
was used on tradeplates 430 H in the Works 
Transport fleet, with a dropside body, in the yellow 
livery. 
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> The Mammoth Major MK V was later 
photographed with a subsequent operator, when 
it was in fairground use. It was given the London 
registration CLT 299H in 1969-70, having been 
used on tradeplates up to then. 

Y This 1964 AEC Marshal, BNR 474B, was returned 
to the factory for a gearbox conversion while Neil was 
working there. The D196 gearbox was converted to 
a D197, by removing a blanking plate from selector 
6, fitting a sixth gear and a new speedo drive. It 
was operated by H J Collington of Wymeswold in 
Leicestershire, as shown by the traditional signwriting. 
In the background can be seen a selection of scooters, 
including Neil's own lavishly-decorated Vespa. 


Friday, but returned across London to Kent 
for the weekend. The Vespa was adorned 
with some unusual badges, including ERF 
and Gardner on the rear mudflap, an ERF 
front hubcap, Dodge 'ram's head', Atkinson 
'knight', Wingard mirrors from a Guy Big 
J, on Bedford Dormobile adjustable arms 
and an 8 ft long aerial - as was the custom 
among Mods and scooterists in those days. 
This would whip and hit London Transport 
buses as Neil passed and he got to know 
drivers he regularly passed (and annoyed?) 
on Friday nights. 

The weekends were not always rest 
periods though. Neil would often be 
expected to set off for Edinburgh on a 
Saturday morning with an urgent load of 



The driver of Mammoth Major V, 873 JTM, fully laden 
with bricks, waits patiently outside the spares Building at 
Southall Works. The orange livery of the Marston Valley 
Brick Company was soon to be replaced by the red of 
the London Brick Company after takeover. 




























V From the same batch of vehicles, Marston 
Valley's sister, 872 JTM (Bedfordshire, 1963), fleet 
no 193, required a longer stay at Southall. It is seen 
alongside another Mammoth Major of Crane Mead 
Mills, awaiting repair. 




A Whitbread ran a number of different makes of vehicle, but many were fitted with AEC engines. This 
Atkinson tractor unit, fleet no ATI29, TUU 763 (London, 1957) is believed to have had an AV590 motor. 
It was parked next to a Roffey Bros Mercury. 



A This 1964 Seddon 30-4 tractor unit, KGY 403B, fleet no SI 284, was in 
the beautifully-lined Whitbread livery, with a Mackeson headboard. Parked 
in front of the Atkinson, it would have been fitted with an AV590 or AV690 
engine. 


A Guy Motors vehicles were regular visitors to AEC at Southall, for a supply of AEC 
engines and gearboxes for the Guy production lines at Fallings Park, Wolverhampton. 
The driver of this Big J four-wheeled dropside, working on tradeplates, 041 UK, 
patiently awaits his load. There are Mandator Mk V tractor units in the background. 



This earlier AEC Mammoth Major Mk III, WMU 260 has just returned from a road test, with the tradeplate hanging from the offside headlamp, after 
rectification of a fault at the AEC works. It is parked with a selection of different AEC goods and passenger vehicles, including, just seen on the left, 
one of Neil's father's AEC Mercury tractor units with York Transfour four-in-line trailer, towed in for repair, hence the bumper lying across the catwalk. 



























> Another interim-cabbed Mammoth Major, this 
time a six-wheeler, belonging to Girling's Ferro 
Concrete Ltd of Rothwell, fleet no 31, UMP 641 
(Middlesex, 1950). This is believed to have been 
converted from an ex-Ministry tanker - note the 
triangular cab rear windows. It is parked along with 
various other AECs, including Mercury, TAV 294 
(Aberdeenshire, 1960). 


Y A 'tin-front' AEC Mammoth Major Mk III, KBO 
123 (Cardiff, 1954), fleet no 83 of Cardiff-based 
Ross Transportation, seen at Southall, along with a 
Harrington Grenadier-bodied Reliance coach and 
other vehicles. 
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> An 'interim'-cabbed Mammoth Major III, KYH 
713 (London, 1950), fleet no EV6, on contract 
to Berry Wiggins & Co Ltd, parked alongside a 
Mammoth Major Mk V tipper. There are Harrington 
Grenadier and Alexander Y Type coaches in the 
background. 



A A Thornycroft Trusty T8, which was an experimental vehicles, used as works transport by Thornycroft, 
in overall red, and fitted with a Gardnet 150 engine. It was photographed just inside the gate on the top 
driveway, during a break. 


sheep, returning with a different load on 
the Sunday. When his 'day release' to the 
technical college was changed from all-day 
Wednesday and Thursday evening, to all-day 
and evening on Mondays, he was inevitably 
caught napping - literally - in the classroom, 
which did not go down too well. 

The Vespa did a phenomenal mileage over 
18 months, before Neil replaced it with a 
Mini. While working in the Binfield Shop, Neil 
managed to have this fitted with the driver's 
seats for the Ergomatic cab in the front, while 
the trim man took it upon himself to fit a 
discarded double passenger seat from a V8 
Ergo cab in the back! A 'Mammoth Major' 
badge on the boot-lid replaced 'Morris Mini' 
to make this a rather special little car. 

It was replaced with a brand new Mini Van, 
SKN 873H, in 1969. We all forget that such 
vehicles were still restricted to a maximum of 
40 mph in those days, so Neil was inevitably 
'done' for speeding, on Detling Hill, the 
A249, not far from home. It didn't stay long, 
replaced by a Mini Clubman saloon. It was 
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> From the British Road Sevices fleet, this long wheelbase Dodge D310, BOM 
563C (Birmingham, 1965) fleet no EL97, is seen in front of a Greenwood's Transport 
Commer service van. 




< A Guy Warrior Mk II, 203 JUO (Devon, 1961), after repairs and 
modification. The AEC AV470 engine had been overheating and required 
a new head gasket. An extra grille had also been fitted, obliterating the 
operator's name, C Taylor of Holsworthy, Devon. 


> A Seddon 13-Four, belonging to Collings & 
Stevenson of Belle Bridge Road, Acton, FLR 165C 
(London, 1965) fleet no 138, loaded with two large 
generating sets. This company collected a lot of 
'CKD' kits from Southall and delivered them to 
various ports for export. 

just the opposite when he ground to a halt, 
with fuel failing to run from the second tank 
to the fuel pump in the 'Mickey Mouse' 
Foden eight-wheeler he was driving, and 
a policeman insisted he turn round and 
reverse up the hill, rather than block it while 
waiting for the fuel to come through. Neil 
wonders what his father thought when he 
looked out of the kitchen window, across the 
meadow, and saw the lorry coming up the 
backwards, followed by a flashing blue light... 



< Fridged-Freight 
of Diss, Norfolk, 
was well-known for 
its long distance 
and international 
operations. Here 
a 'tin-front' AEC 
Mandator Mk III 
tractor unit 20 EVO 
(Nottinghamshire, 
1960) has called in 
for attention. Its 
refrigerated trailer 
was home-made, 
using AEC Mk III 
trailing axles and 
suspension, from 
eight-wheelers cut 
down to tractor units 
by the company. To 
the rear is seen an 
AEC in Main livery. 
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< An unidentifiable Oldlands-cabbed 
Mandator Mk III, which looks rather well-used, 
is seen parked outside the Spares Building at 
Southall. 


V 1: Hill's Bonded Carriers operated from 
its home base in Cardiff and a depot in 
Putney. Here one of the company's Mammoth 
Major MK III eight-wheelers, MDD 975 
(Gloucestershire, 1952), arrives at the Goods 
Inward point. 


2: This AEC Marshal six-wheeler belonged 
to Lockheed Automotive Products, AAC 46B 
(Warwickshire, 1964). Neil well remembers 
this one, as his first job as an apprentice in the 
Gearbox Overhaul Section was to work on a 
seized sixth gear in the D197 'box, under the 
watchful eyes of Arthur Smith and George 
Dollery. That looks like a Fordson tractor, just 
glimpsed to the left. 
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< Another Marshal, another 
gearbox problem; this 
time the vehicle is 2 TUO 
(Devon, 1964), operated 
by Thompson's from North 
Dovey in Devon. The gearbox 
was rebuilt by Ian Evans of 
Llanelli, assisted by Neil. 
Thompson's is still in the 
haulage business today - but 
no longer running AECS... 


V Pictured outside the Spares 
Building, this Mercury tractor 
unit, 6204 FG (Fife, 1962-3), 
was owned by James Kemp 
of Leslie, fife, and ran in the 
livery of paper manufacturers 
Tullis Russell & Co. There are 
apparently no landing legs on 
the long platform trailer. 


< Another Mercury artic, which appears to be registered 7949 TF 
(Lancashire, 1963), with twin fuel tanks and coupled to a refrigerated van 
trailer with BTC four-in-line running gear. It was on contract to Bird's Eye 
Foods and in that livery. The vehicle was owned by J Tubby of Lowestoft, 
where Bird's Eye had a factory. The company had a number of vehicles, 
including this one, supplied by Tubby, when it was experimenting 
with road haulage as an alternative to rail, before setting up its own 
distribution arm, later to be known as Unispeed. 


Another BRS lorry seen at Southall was this Mandator Mk 
V artic, XVG 304 (Norwich, 1964), fleet no LA59. Behind 
are another Marston Valley Mk V and another BRS Mk V, a 
Mercury and an Austin A30 saloon car. 
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A A Mammoth Major Mk III double-drive tractor unit, operated by the United Kingdom Atomic Energy Authority, fleet no 300, which was based in Berkshire. 
Behind the low-loader trailer is the canteen and spares reception, along with another AEC from the works fleet. 



A End of the line for Henly's Mercury. Judging from the severity of the damage to the Duramin De-luxe cab, we can only hope that the vehicle's precious cargo of 
Jaguar cars was saved. 
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1: Not all the lorries visiting the AEC works had been built there. This Scammell Rigid 8, LNO 
336 (Essex, 1946) of well-known enthusiast for the make, S Harrison of Sheffield, was still 
looking in fine fettle when photographed in the mid-1960s. Is this one now preserved? 

2: A very early Ergomatic tilt-cab Mercury of Tunnel Cement, GGJ 871C (London, 1965), fleet 
no 22. Apparently, when the cab was tilted to recharge the batteries, the 'jump barrow' was 
standing in front of the vehicle. As a result, the lorry needed a new windscreen too... 

3: A classic Atkinson four-wheeler from the fleet of D M Smith of Wishaw, AGM 43A 
(Motherwell & Wishaw, 1963 - so only a few years old at the time), awaits unloading at the 
goods inwards point. 

4: Border Patriot, BHH 563B (Carlisle, 1964), a Foden S24 articfrom the Robsons fleet also 
waits to be unloaded at the AEC works. 






























r : 


A A Foden S21 artic from the Michelin fleet, with a dirty number plate, 
its trailer carrying a substantial sheeted load, is seen at Southall in the 
classic pose beside the railway embankment. 

< A Perkins-powered Dodge 300 Series short wheelbase tipper, 
lettered for J Gurd & Sons of Bridport, CPR 262C (Dorset, 1965), seen 
on Neil's travels, but included here with his other pictures from his 
days at AEC. 


A Closer to home for Neil; this impressive TG8RT Mammoth Major eight¬ 
wheeled platform lorry, GKU 165E (Bradford, 1967) with demountable 
Penman system cattle box, was operated by Redpath Brothers of Wooler 
in Northumberland. The second and third floors could be adjusted to suit 
carrying sheep or cattle. 


A Back to the works for attention at a ripe old age was this London General 'K' 
Type open-top double-decker from the early 1920s, from the Museum of British 
Transport, in the old bus garage in Clapham in those days. 





















































> For 18 months during his time as an apprentice at AEC, Neil 
used this Vespa SS 180 scooter for the trips between Detling 
in Kent and Southall in Middlesex, right across London, each 
weekend. The bike was adorned with with a number of 'extras' 
not usually seen on a scooter like this, ERF hubcap and Dodge 


'ram's head' at the front, plus ERF and Gardner badges on the rear 
mudflap. It was also made to sound like a Gardner 150, by AEC 
acoustics man, Dicky Bird, when the silencer needed repairs. 
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A Neil is seen on the right of this picture, taken by Paddy Swinburn, with Bob 
Latimer. They were giving the Plaxton Panorama-bodied AEC Reliance, VYH 491G, 
in Trans World Airways livery a road test along the A40 as part of its pre-delivery 
inspection, and had stopped for refreshments near Denham. 



< Neil replaced the Vespa with a Mini saloon, 4007 ML (Middlesex, 1962). As 
well as the Ergomatic seats, this had a 'Mammoth Major' badge on the boot 
lid, from the damaged front panel of 11 GKN, and 'Neil's Mammoth Mini' in 
AEC-type letters on a perspex sheet in the rear window, which he still has. 
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A In 1966, with a group of fellow-apprentices, Neil visited that year's 
Commercial Motor Show at Kelvin Hall in Glasgow. They travelled together in 
this Forward Control Land Rover, 917 GLE (London, early 1964), with several 
of the party sitting on straw bales under the canvas tilt. Neil comment that 
smoking cigarettes should not have mixed with straw bales and five gallon 
drums of petrol in there. But they got there, in spite of bad weather, with snow 
on the A66, where several lorries were stuck, between Bowes and Stainmore. 
The AEC contingent was able to by-pass the blockage, by going through an 
adjacent field! When they stopped at Sayers Cafe at Brough for some well- 
deserved hot refreshments, one member went missing. Bob Mulvey, from 
Argentina, had not seen snow before, and was found building a snowman 
between the rows of parked lorries outside. 


A Neil photographed a number of vehicles at the 1966 show at Kelvin 
Hall, including this AEC TG6RF Mammoth Minor 'Chinese six' tractor 
unit. 


< A Cummins-powered Foden with heavy-duty bumper and S21 
cab inside Kelvin Hall. 
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A 1: A Foden Twin-load, probably the one now in preservation with Tony Knowles, seen outside Kelvin Hall. 2: A Dodge 500 Series artic, FLM 479C, outside 
the Kelvin Hall show. 3: This Scammell Handyman, carying tradeplates 577 NK, with a fridge trailer were also parked outside. 4: This Leyland 'Freightline 
Badger', STB 508C, with a four-in-line trailer, loaded with weights was also seen outside Kelvin Hall. 5: A German -registered Magirus-Deutz three-axle 
tractor unit and platform trailer was also seen overlooked by some Glasgow tenements. 6: Neil photographed this Atkinson with the Australian-style cab 
outside Earls Court a couple of years later. 
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A It was actually while Neil was still an apprentice 
at AEC that the Foden 'Mickey Mouse' S21 
eight-wheeler, YAN 152 (West Ham, 1963), 'came 
home'. An eight-wheeler was needed for livestock 
haulage and there was a waiting list for an AEC 
or an ERF, so this Foden was bought second-hand 
and rebuilt for the job. 

< The Foden was first used with one of the 
existing cattle boxes, which could be used with 
two or three decks. The single-drive chassis cab, 
with a 7-speed gearbox, with a crawler on the 
left beyond reverse, which could catch out the 
unwary driver, did 38 mph flat out, but when 
bodied, did the job. 

I n 1969, Neil returned to working full-time 
for Tom Johnston, driving the livestock 
transporters. By now, there were no 
AECs in the fleet, having all gone with the W 
E Reeve business. The Detling yard was now 
graced by a 'Mickey Mouse' Foden and two 
ERFS, all soon to be replaced by Volvo F88s. 

The work continued to be largely to and 
from Scotland and across to Belgium, Dover 
to Zeebrugge, Deliver the sheep in Antwerp 
or Ostende, and back via Calais to Dover in 



































A The Foden is seen as it arrived at Detling in 1967. It was previously 
operated as a tanker by Rank Hovis, but the tipper chassis was 
lengthened to suit its new role by well-known dealer, Beech of Stoke 
on Trent, based in Leek road, Hanley, which supplied it. 

> The Foden was soon fitted with a new aluminium cattle box, made 
by Williams of Wrexham, with three decks at 3 ft for sheep in the UK, 
or two decks at 4 ft 6 ins for exports. This was after it had tipped over 
at Findon, on the way to the Findon Fair in Sussex, with 140 prize 
rams on board. Neil swears that some of the animals were given the 
'kiss of life' by owners, worried about their valuable assets. 



the afternoon. There were times when Neil 
would be back and forth across the Channel 
repeatedly, being turned round with another 
trailer-load by a phone call at Dover on his 
return. Another regular drop was the abattoir 
in Caledonian Road, Islington, where the 
animals would be delivered to the 'lairage' in 
Market Street, off Caledonian Road. (Lairage 
is the term for the area where cattle would 
be stored before going into the abbatoir.) 

When an eight-wheeler was required for 
livestock transport, after the W E Reeve fleet 
had gone, Neil found out from the AEC 
factory that the one ordered would not be 
'going down the line' for several months. 

The same was true for an ERF. Looking 
through the adverts in Commercial Motor 
on a Saturday morning, no used eight- A Another view of the Foden with its new Williams of Wrexham aluminium body. Twin AEC fuel tanks 

wheelers were to be found either. In despair, were fitted to give it a better range for the long-distance work on which it would be used. 




< 1: With its new 
body, the Foden 
made an even more 
imposing sight on 
the road. 

2: The Foden S21 
four-wheeler, 999 FN, 
of Blyth of Wadhurst, 
Sussex, was also 
bodied by Williams 
of Wrexham to a 
similar style to that 
on the Johston's 
Foden, with which it 
is pictured here. 
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> After several years transporting livestock the 
length and breadth of Britain, the Foden was 
sold to Brunton Timber, based in Crowborough, 
Sussex, and fitted with bolsters and a crane on 
the back, as seen here. The red spot on the grille 
panel is where it had been fitted with a badge by 
Neil and painted round before it was removed. 


Y The ERF six-wheeled unit ran with a specially- 
built York trailer, which was lengthened from 30 
ft to 36ft, with a long overhang at the front, to 
suit the position of the fifth-wheel and to keep 
within maximum length dimensions. 




Neil phoned Beech's, and was informed 
that there was a Foden eight-wheeler for 
sale. He and his father rushed up to Stoke 
on Saturday afternoon, only to find it was 
a tipper chassis, originally used with a bulk 
tanker body by Rank Hovis. Undeterred, 
Norman Beech said they could lengthen 
the chassis, adding 9 ft on the rear end, and 
deliver it on Monday, which it was. 

The single-drive chassis cab, with a 
7-speed gearbox, with a crawler on the left 
beyond reverse, which could catch out the 
unwary driver, did 38 mph flat out, but when 
bodied, did the job. 

One funny story; when Neil was driving 
the Foden, he was about to overtake a bus 
which had stopped in front of him, when he 







The next vehicle to join the Johnston 
livestock transport fleet was this ERF, which 
must have pleased Neil no end. This was 
a Cummins-powered six-wheeled tractor 
unit, BVT 357C (Stoke on Trent, 1965), with 
a 'pukka' original Jennings-built crew-cab, 
with extra seats, which was ex-A G Bird of 
Wolverhampton, having previously been 
used on heavy haulage, obtained like the 
Foden from Beech's of Stoke on Trent. 


*W2 . & 
























Back to Kent I 61 



Right and below: The ERF was 'pride of the fleet' 
for several years and was an impressive vehicle 
which performed well. Neil added the ERF badge 
previously seen on his Vespa scooter to the front 
panel. 



A Two views of the ERF and trailer being loaded with sheep on the three decks. 




A The three-axle ERF is seen with the Foden eight-wheeler and with the next vehicle to join the fleet in 1969, a two-axle ERF tractor unit. 


glanced in the mirror to see that the horn of 
one of the highland cattle he was carrying 
was sticking out through a ventilation flap on 
the side of the body and would hit the bus 
as he passed, so he had to quickly pull in 
and stop behind it. 

The first ERF was a Cummins-powered 
six-wheeled tractor unit, with a 'pukka' 


Jennings-built LV extended crew-cab, which 
was ex-A G Bird of Wolverhampton, having 
been used on heavy haulage, obtained from 
well-known dealer, Beech's of Stoke on Trent. 
This ran with a specially-built York trailer with 
a lengthy overhang at the front. The other 
ERF was more or less a standard LV-cabbed 
4x2 with a Gardner 180, except that it was a 


total rebuild with new cab and chassis of an 
accident-damaged vehicle by Beech's, using 
only the existing mechanical units. 

Not very long after Neil had rejoined 
the familiy firm, it was time to replace the 
six-wheeled ERF. Again, the question of 18 
month delivery dates for a new ERF meant 
looking elsewhere. Even Scania could not 
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> The ERF two-axle unit was used with an M & G 
34 ft step-framed trailer, on which was mounted 
an existing livestock body, which had been 
extended by 8 ft, to go over the swan-neck, with 
the fourth deck removed and the roof lowered to 
make it suitable for exporting sheep. 

V This ERF four-wheeled unit, again with an LV 
cab, again contrasting with the six-wheeler, had a 
Gardner 180 GXB engine, rather than a Cummins. 
NVT 136F also came from Beech of Stoke on 
Trent, having been totally rebuilt with a new cab 
and chassis, using only the original mechanical 
units, engine, gearbox and axles. It was sold to 
Lock of Headcorn, when replaced by a Volvo in 
1971. 



deliver a tractor unit with a sleeper cab 
immediately. Neil received a telephone call 
from his father at Dover, on his way back from 
Belgium. On an earlier trip home, he was 
turned round, to take an urgent load back 
over the Channel, but this time it was to ask 
his opinion on buying a Volvo. 

Tom Johnston liked the look of the Volvo 
F88, and they found what they wanted at 
Duffields of Norwich, which supplied a 
6x2 with a lifting trailing axle, followed by 




Above and Left: The two-axle ERF has been 
posed like this by Neil, with the trailer from the 
three-axle unit, but they could not actually be 
coupled up, as the king-pin on the trailer was too 
far back, allowing insufficient clearance, but it 
makes an impressive-looking outfit like this. The 
'Continental' badge is from a Duple coach, like 
the one seen with the Tunnel Cement Mercury at 
the AEC works, given to Neil by Bob Tappin of 
Wallingford to go on his scooter, for which it was 
too long. 

another, this time a 4x2, insisting that double¬ 
drive would not be necessary, even for going 
'off-road' to pick up the animals, with the 
powerful Volvo with a diff-lock, which proved 
to be true. Later, a left hand drive three-axle 
6x2 rigid, with trailing, lifting axle arrived, 
which had a draw-bar trailer built on a Dyson 
chassis for it. This had a draw-bar specially 
made, to go with a Rockinger coupling, to 
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> Right and below: Not long after Neil had re-joined the family firm, it was 
time to replace the six-wheeled ERF. Again, long delivery delays for a new ERF 
meant looking elsewhere. This Volvo F88 6x2 tractor unit, VKK 81H (Kent, 1970), 
with diff lock, lifting rear axle and sleeper cab, was obtained from Duffields of 
Norwich, to be used with the trailer, formerly pulled by the ERF six-wheeler. 





> The Volvo F88 six-wheeler is seen parked in the 
same lay-by, overlooking the North Sea, on the 
A1 near Berwick on Tweed, where the earlier ERF 
eight-wheeler was seen in the introduction pages. 

make it easier to reverse. The aluminium 
sides were also polished to act as mirrors to 
help when 'nosing in'. 

The Volvos were double-manned at first; 
Neil says sleeping on the bunk while on the 
move was no problem. When the first unit 
went in for its first service, it was found to 
have done 3,000 miles in little more than a 
week; backwards and forwards between Kent 
and Edinburgh had already racked up the 


< Doesn't it always happen? A passing Vauxhall 
Viva HA partially obscures the Volvo sitting in a 
lay-by on the Scottish border. 


miles. 

However, there was a falling out in 1971, 
when Neil "would not do three 'Edinburghs' 
a week" repeatedly on his own, so he had to 
move on, but quickly got another job with 
a local company, driving a tipper. Getting 
home by 4.30pm each day made him happy 
as a newly-married man, and then he stuck 
with tippers, more or less, until he retired, 40 
years later. 
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> A second Volvo F88, this time a two-axle 
tractor unit, XKR 566J (Kent, March 1971), 
was soon obtained from Duffields, to pull the 
step-frame trailer which had been used with the 
two-axle ERF. It is seen here beside the three-axle 
Volvo. 

Y 1-4: The third Volvo F88 to join the fleet was a 
six-wheeled rigid, with lifting rear axle, AKM 182K 
(Kent, August, 1971). This left hand drive lorry 
was fitted with the cut-down body previously 
used on the Mickey Mouse Foden eight-wheeler. 
A Dyson draw-bar trailer was fitted with a 
matching aluminium body to go with it. A 
specially-fabricated draw-bar hitch was made 
for the trailer, to go with a Rockinger coupling, 
to make it easier to couple and reverse. The 
aluminium sides were also polished to act as 
mirrors to help when 'nosing in'. 
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A The first vehicle Neil drove after leaving the livestock haulage business in February 1972, was this 
Scammell Routeman III 24 tons gross eight-wheeled tipper, YGK 219G (London, 1968-9) for Bearsted 
Contractors, based near Maidstone, hauling sand, gravel and asphalt. It made a change to be on local 
work and home each evening. 


A In 1973, he moved on to a Dodge KT900 six¬ 
wheeler with Perkins V8 power, AKJ 760K (Kent, 
1971). This had a Hendrickson rear bogie, which 
got stuck on some raised manhole covers when 
delivering asphalt. It was fitted with a U-shaped 
alloy Crane Fruehauf tipper body. 

and was killed and the vehicle wrecked. One 
of Neil's colleagues told him that, if any fault 
was found with the vehicle, he could be "on a 
manslaughter charge". This was later checked 
by Alan Firmin, when he saw Neil looked 
unhappy, and found to be complete nonsense; 
it had been quickly established there was 
no fault with the vehicle, although it was 
completely wrecked. Then another colleague 


Neil went on to drive this Dodge K Series artic, 
VKE 208H (Kent, 1970) with a Neville Omnitrailer, 
seen here with a Leyland Bear and the Scammell. 


Tippers 

I n need of a job, in early 1972, Neil went 
to see Bearsted Contractors, based just 
outside Maidstone. In front of all the 
drivers, he was shown the fleet and asked 
which one he would like to drive! Luckily, the 
eight-wheeled Scammell he chose was the 
one which needed a driver, so there was no 
problem. He hauled sand and gravel from 
local pits to sites all summer, getting home by 
4.30pm each day. A far cry from going away 
and not knowing when he would get back. 

As the building work dried up, the company 
changed to carrying asphalt during the 
winter. Neil was loading at the plant in South 
Ockendon, Essex for work in Harlow. The 
Scammell gave way to a Dodge artic with 
a Neville Omnitrailer, then a Dodge KT900 
six-wheeler with Perkins V8 power. This had a 
Hendrickson rear bogie, which got stuck on the 
raised manhole covers when he reversed onto 
the hopper of the asphalt paving machine. 

With the rear wheels spinning, he had to be 
dragged off by the loading shovel. 

He then spent a short time driving an AEC 
Mercury artic, with an awkward short tipping 
trailer, before going into the workshops at 
Alan Firmin. One job he remembers there was 
renewing a broken spring on the rear axle of a 
twin-steer AEC Mammoth Minor. Things were 
never done by half at Firmin's, so both springs 
were renewed and, when a cut was found in 
one of the tyres, all four rear tyres were also 
renewed. 

The vehicle went off to deliver in Liverpool 
and re-load with fertilizer. Somehow, the 
driver managed to run into the rear of an 
abnormal load coming onto the motorway 
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managed to reverse into a ladder, from which 
Neil was painting the front of a trailer, knocking 
him down the adjacent pit, so Neil decided he 
had had enough of workshops. 

So, in 1976, he went to Peach Contractors 
of Lordswood, Chatham, where he stayed for 
12 years, driving first a Perkins 540-powered 
Leyland Mastiff four-wheeler, then a 
Y-registered Freighter. An amusing incident 
occurred when carting 'muckaway' from 
digging the pits for the tanks at an Esso garage 
which was being rebuilt. The boss, John Peach 
was expecting the owners, Tony and David 
Ryland to visit him in the site office, and was 
a little put out when they first stopped for a 
chat with Neil in his lorry as, of course, they 
knew each other of old, but things were quickly 



1: Neil's Dodge six-wheeler had previously been 
fitted with a steel body like the other, as seen here 
together. The new alloy body reduced the tare 
weight from 8770 Kg to 7600 Kg. 


2: The next vehicle Neil drove was an AEC 
Mandator artic, WAN 338G (West Ham, 1968-9), 
which was awkward to reverse with this short 
tipper trailer. 


3: The Scammell was repainted from two-tone 
brown to grey and yellow, to match the other 
vehicles in the Bearsted Contractors tipper fleet. 
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A Bearsted Contractors also ran this Cummins- 
powered Guy Big J tractor unit, SVW 514K (Essex, 
1972), which was driven by the previous driver of 
the Scammell Routeman, seen in the yard with the 
Neville trailer, with its novel tipping action. Neil 
drove this while the driver was on holiday, with the 
trailer fitted with 'greedy boards', transporting 
coal dust from Kingsnorth Power Station to 
Croydon. 


< This one was a Leyland Bear, a lightweight six¬ 
wheeler designed for tipper or mixer duties. LGC 
534K (London, 1972) is seen in the yard with a 
Commer C Series, which was also in the Bearsted 
Contractors fleet. 

body. 

This was not to last, as the lorry was "not 
making enough" and Neil ended up in the yard 
on 'short time'. Another move was dictated, 
when Malcolm Gardiner, who was an owner 


A The vehicles in the Bearsted Contractors fleet 
tended to be second-hand, including this AEC 
Marshal six-wheeler, with a bulk tipper body, MPV 
491G (Ipswich, 1968-9). 

> Newly re-painted and looking smart, this 
Albion Reiver, UJU 224H (Leicester, 1969-70), had 
originally been in the Hoveringham fleet, before it 
was taken over by Tarmac. 


smoothed out. 

Perhaps a dream come true, but it was not 
to last, Neil finally got his hands on an ERF 
17-tonner, supplied by Dutton Forshaw, which 
was an ERF agent, as well as Leyland. Fitted 
with a 'rest cab', this meant that, while on a job 
in Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, he didn't have to 
stay in some horrible 'digs'. The only problem 
with the ERF was that the Wilcox body had 
unnecessarily been built with 'pockets' either 
side of the tipping ram, which could easily 
result in tarmac sticking at the front of the 
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Right: Following a short spell with Alan Firmin, as a mechanic in 
the workshops, Neil spent around ten years driving for Peach 
Contractors of Walderslade, Chatham. The first lorry he drove 
for this company was a Perkins 540-powered Leyland Mastiff 
four-wheeled tipper, LKE 581P (Maidstone, 1975) again carrying 
aggregates or asphalt mainly around Kent. 


Below left and right: The Mastiff is seen being loaded with 
gravel by one of Peach's JCB loaders and having tipped on a 
site where new housing was being built. 





Albion, Dodge, Guy and AEC - part of the Bearsted 
Contractors fleet lined-up, while the drivers had a 
lunck-break, having loaded at Bretts at Cliffe. 


£ 




























> Another view of the Freighter when it was new. 
Removing the canopy and alloy mudflaps replacing 
steel saved 60 Kg from the tare weight of 6360 KG 


V The Mastiff tipper is seen here with its 
replacement, a Leyland Freighter tipper, BKE 492Y 
(Maidstone, August 1982). 


SKEWBY 


PEACI 


> The Freighter was fitted with a double-dropside 
insulated tipper body for the movement of sand 
and gravel or asphalt. 


driver, based at Hanson's Allington Quarry, 
heard that Neil had a 'Class 1' licence. He 
had just added an artic unit, an Iveco 190-38. 
This was first paired with a tipping trailer from 
Central Trailer Rentals, fitted with a 'donkey 
engine', before Malcolm Gardiner bought a 
Tasker trailer, again with its own donkey engine. 

While the Iveco was having tipping gear 
fitted, Neil was given a Hino demonstrator 
to use. The first problem was the lack of rear 



A The Freighter's steel tipper body was replaced with this alloy version in 1987, still with dropsides, but saving weight, giving a tare of 5800 KG, allowing a full 
10 tonne payload. 
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> A frequent job for the Peach vehicles was 
delivering asphalt for the construction of roads in 
new housing estates. 

lights, then no heater and other electrical faults, 
while the gearbox was a 'swine'. When Neil was 
asked what he thought of it when he returned 
it to the dealer, they were surprised at his 
comments. Then the contract was lost, so Neil 
found himself working 'up the road' for a time, 
still on tipping work. 

When another new Iveco was to be ordered, 
Neil said he would rather have an ERF and got 




A This ERF C Series, A979 WLG (Chester, 1983-4) demonstrator, with 
Tasktip alloy body, from dealer Dutton Forshaw was put to use by 
Peach. 


ft" 



A The ERF E6 is seen in an updated Peach livery, but Neil only drove this for 14 
weeks, before the vehicle was 'not making enough'. Being put on 'short time' in the 
yard dictated another move for Neil. 



< In April 1988, Neil 
was given this new ERF 
E6, fitted with a rest 
cab and seat-belts, 

E814 XKJ, to replace 
the Freighter, which 
went to driver Jock 
O'Donnell. The ERF 
was fitted with a Wilcox 
alloy body which, 
unfortunately, was built 
with 'pockets' either 
side of the front ram, 
with which there was 
increased danger of 
asphalt sticking. 
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> Before we move on, another vehicle in the Peach 
fleet was this Leyland Super Mastiff six-wheeled 
tipper, TKE 967R (Maidstone, 1977). 


his wish, with a twin-splitter gearbox, which he 
liked and, on a second one otherwise the same, 
a 3.8 metre wheelbase, ready for a third axle to 
suit an expected increase in maximum gross 
weight above 38 tonnes. 

Neil twice had a vehicle roll-over when 
tipping - coincidentally with the same trailer. 
The first time, the pin came out, so only the 
trailer went over, but the second time was when 
delivering sand for a horse-trotting ring in 
Gloucestershire. The sand had not been loaded 
evenly in the trailer, which he had not spotted 
under the sheet. Neil sensed the tractor unit 
going as well but, in spite of bracing himself, 
cut his head open on the framing of the roof 




A significant part of 
the workload at Peach 
Contractors involved 
delivering asphalt to various 
developments, both in 
Kent and north of the River 
Thames. Here a Scammell 
Routeman eight-wheeler, 
GKO 61V (Maidstone, 1979) 
is seen tipping into the 
paving machine. 


of the ERF B Series cab. Of course, this did 
nothing to put him off wearing a seat-belt quite 
early, with the aim of getting used to them 
before they became compulsory. After a couple 
of embarrassing incidents, trying to jump out of 
the cab before removing his belt, he reckons he 
got used to them quite quickly. 

In 1992, Neil moved to A & J Hirst, originally 
based in Snodland, later moving to the 
Medway City Estate, Rochester, and stayed with 
this company for 15 years, until 2005, driving 
mainly MAN artic bulk tippers in the company's 
grey and red livery. In fact, he effectively stayed 
with the company, as Clark's of Penge took 
over the Hirst operation when 'Hirstie' retired. 
Of course, he had known the Clarks when they 

V 1: The Routeman is seen again on a 'muckaway 
job', waving its front wheels in the air as it is 
loaded. 

2: Neil went to work for Malcolm Gardiner in July 
1988, driving this Iveco 190-38, D340 KKE, initially 
with a Central Trailer Rental Tasktip trailer, with a 
'donkey engine'. 
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were operating Atkinson, then ERF eight¬ 
wheeled bulkers from their original base in 
Penge, but never drove them. Neil first spent 
four or five weeks moving different types of 
sand between Godstone and Redhill with a 
Foden eight-wheeler, then move to Rochester, 
where the company worked from the Medway 
City Estate. He was driving a Foden artic by this 
time, and was approached by a 'subbie' who 
asked how the Foden was, as he was thinking 
of buying it. Somewhat put out, Neil returned 
to the yard, only to be directed to a DAF CF 
'Spacecab' unit, which made things a little 
better. 

Clarks went on to use Renault vehicles, 
bought from MV Trucks, and Neil found himself 
driving a Premium artic tipper for his last year 
behind the wheel in 2012. In all, before he 
retired, Neil had spent the best part of 40 years 
hauling aggregates out of Wettern Brothers' 
Aylesford Sand Pit among many others along 
the way. 



A While the Iveco was having tipping gear fitted, Neil had a day with this Hino SH28 demonstrator, F44 
JGU. It proved to be a trying day, with lots of problems, notably with the electrics and gearbox. However, 
when he returned it, to the dealer, they were surprised by his negative comments... 




A This Iveco eight-wheeled 
tipper, E477 TKN, was also 
in the Gardiner fleet, initially 
operated with its cab in 
green. 

< In August 1990, the 
first Iveco tractor unit was 
replaced, at Neil's instigation, 
with an ERF. H994 AKE was 
an El4 4x2 tractor unit, with 
a 3.2 metre wheelbase, fitted 
with a Cummins 14 litre, 320 
bhp engine and Eaton twin- 
splitter gearbox, which Neil 
liked, although not all drivers 
got on with it. 
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A 1-2: Two more views of H994 AKE, loaded and being loaded while Neil was driving the vehicle. 



A The ERF, with the Don-Bur tipping trailer, was taken to the REVS event at Market Drayton. 
> The man himself, Neil proudly poses in front of his new ERF. 















A The ERF El 4 seen looking good at another show, but after 
it had moved on to the fleet of D & R Hankins of Manea, 
Cambridgeshire. 


< Neil's ERF is lined-up at the Brands Hatch truck racing with 
the Gardiner fleet at the time, alongside the Iveco eight-wheeled 
tipper, an ERF ES6 four-wheeler and Iveco 190-38, D609 LKO. 














































A Neil had previously tested this ERF 
demonstrator, an E10-32ST, proudly proclaiming 
itself to be the 'Fleet Truck of the Year' in 1989. 

> Another demonstrator tested was this three-axle 
ERF El4, G972 0FM. 
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Above left and right:ln January 1991, the second Iveco tractor unit in the Gardiners Transport fleet was also replaced by an ERF El4, H675 DKM, which Neil also drove. 
Otherwise the same as the first one, this one had the longer 3.8 metre wheelbase. 



Above left and right:The two Gardiners Transport ERF El4 units are seen together at the company's base, at Hanson's Allington Quarry. At this time Neil was 
increasingly working on long distance runs - not always with aggregates, grain and other agricultural products were also being carried. 
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Above left and right:The new ERF tractor unit is seen before it went on the road. Neil was able to have a day at the Sandbach factory, watching it being built. He 
sat in the driver's seat and was asked if he had any particular wishes. He asked for the radio to be moved slightly, so he could reach to re-tune it with the seat- 
belt on. That's customisinq... 


Seen with H675 DKM, this ERF B 
Series tractor unit, LVY 604T, was 
also in the Gardiner fleet. 



Above left and right: The ERF B Series is seen at the quarry, loaded and ready to go, and successfully tipping roadstone chippings. 
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1 - 3 : The results of Neil's roll-over in September, 1991, thanks to 
an uneven load of sand, at a horse-trotting ring at Hartpury, in 
Gloucestershire. Neil suffered a badly-cut head, treated at the 
Royal Gloucester Hospital. 


. —, —a 


oi-til 


If* 


A These two ERF ES6 four-wheeled tippers, fitted with the 
narrower Steyr cab, G844 NKO and H674 DKM, were also part 
of the Gardiners Transport fleet. Neil drove them occasionally. 


> The site tanker, ETU 211F, from the quarry base, still in Trafford 
Park Tanker Services livery, was spruced up and taken to the ERF 
Gathering at the Banbury Rally. 


In 1992, Neil moved to A & J Hirst, originally based in Snodland, 
Kent, later moving to the Medway City Estate, Rochester, and 
stayed with this company for 15 years. The fleet consisted 
mainly of MAN artic tippers. This one, B57 CGJ, an MAN 16-321 
(London, 1984-5), which looks like an ex-Colin Ashby vehicle, 
was one of the first he drove regularly. 
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> Another MAN 16-321, B891 YGJ, new the same 
year, was another he drove. Here it is looking 
smart, painted and lettered in A & J Hirst livery. 
This was Neil's regular lorry for much of 1993-4. 

Y For 15 years, until 2005, when the boss retired, 
Neil drove a succession of mainly MAN artic bulk 
tippers for A & J Hirst. It might look in need of a 
wash, but MAN 16-332, El 65 XGJ, is ready to go, 
waiting to be loaded on a rather murky winter's 
day in 1992. 




Above left and right: MAN 17-292, G254 NMR, fitted with a day cab, is seen in the yard in 1992, coupled to an aggregate tipper trailer, on its own and next to 
B891 YGJ, still in its previous livery. The unit is fitted with a wheel-clamp, as theft from vehicle yards was always a problem. 



Above left and right: Another of the same model, F115 GGF, loaded and ready to go in 1993. This one was fitted with finned lightweight alloy wheels on the front 
axle. It is also seen tipping a load of sand at the Celcon block factory. 
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A Most of the A & J Hirst tractor units were 4x2s, like earlier B891 YGJ in the background, but K45 NGO, seen here in the yard, was a 6x2 MAN 22-372, which 
looks newly-painted on joining the fleet in 1993. 



Above and below: Neil is seen in 1993 playing the 
daredevil, when a tipping ram parted and the body 
had to be lifted so the sections could be reunited 
and the body lowered. When this had been done 
and new seals fitted, the ram was once more ready 
for use. 




A That's my lorry! One of Neil's colleagues, Alan 'Badger' Boreham, is seen at the Tipcon exhibition at 
Harrogate in 1993, with his 22-372 and bulk tipping trailer. 
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A F619 NVX blotted its copy-book during 1994 and has to be towed back to base for repairs by a Volvo F88 recovery vehicle. 



A Coupled to a bulk tipping trailer, in another 1994 picture this time we see L645 VGO, a 4x2 MAN 17-422, again next to earlier B891 YGJ. All the trailers in the 
Hirst fleet were tri-axle tippers. 
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> From time to time, a demonstrator would be 
tested, like L26 WMR, an MAN F90 22-422 three- 
axle unit, which worked with a Tasktip tri-axle 
trailer, with lifting front axle during 1994. 


Y The Hirst fleet had originally been all-Mercedes 
in the 1970s but, by 1995, when Mercedes-Benz 
1735, J258 OKM (Maidstone, 1990-91), was 
photographed, it was an unusual vehicle in the fleet 
and driven by Neil's son, Mark 'Turnip' Johnston. 



SCANIA 


ff3«! 


Another demonstrator was this Scania 113M 360, 
with the high-datum cab, M947 WTW (Chelmsford, 
1993-4) which worked for Hirst for a time in 1996. 
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A This Scania 113M 320, with the low-datum P cab, N165 BHK, was one of four which joined the Hirst fleet and was seen with this bulk tipping trailer in 1996. 
Neil drove this lorry for a time. When the gearstick fell out on the M3 near Basingstoke, it was discovered that this should have been subject toa recall. The 
vehicle was on lease, so when there were problems with the diff-lock, it should have been simple matter to have it fixed, but Neil had to put up with being 
accused of mis-using it, before the fault was discovered. 



Above left: Seen on the back of the Scania's cab is the message signwritten on the back of many of the fleet at the time: 'Another one of Hirsties Army', which 
hopefully raised a smile from following motorists. Above right: In 1997, A & J Hirst took delivery of four new MAN 18-403 4x2 tractor units, P484/495 MKJ and 
P823/824 LKO, seen here lined-up with Crane Fruehauf bulk tipping trailers, which were now becoming the norm, rather than the lower-sided aggregate tippers. 



Above left: Neil was given charge of P484 MKJ, seen here in the yard. Above right: Here the MAN 18-403, P484 MKJ, seen as Neil tests the tipping gear, when 
collecting the new 'bath-tub' tri-axle bulk tipping trailer from the Crane Fruehauf factory at Dereham. 
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Different trailer and wheel trims on 



A With a bulk 'bath-tub type trailer, P823 LKO is seen at the Celcon works at Borough Green, where fly ash from Tibury or Kingsnorth power stations was 
delivered. 



Above left and right: The last of the four, P824 LKO, is seen with two different trailers, bulk and aggregate. 


















The reason for the bulk tipping 
trailers was the increasing number of 
agricultural movements, even loading 
grain direct from the combine in the 
field, as shown here by Neil's vehicle. 
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A Imported grain from the docks, loaded straight from the ship, as here, was another type of load which was increasingly being moved. 




M 




m 


' 
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A Yet another source of business for the tippers 
was 'frag', small fragments of scrap metal, being 
loaded into P484 MKJ's trailer. 



A Neil's MAN and trailer being loaded direct from 
a sea-going vessel, docked on the River Medway. A Grain being delivered to the mill through a chute from the Crane Fruehauf bulk trailer. 
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A Like most vehicles, the MANs were not without their problems. Here one of them is being taken away in disgrace by an impressive Scania four-axle recovery 
truck, of Neil Yates' NY Recovery, driven by Neil's brother, 'Jezzie'. The 'Hirstie's Army' message can be seen on the back of the cab, above the tank for the 
tractor's tipping gear hydraulic fluid. 




A 1: Sand and gravel 
remained a staple load 
for the Hirst fleet. Neil's 
trailer is seen being filled 
with sand by a large Volvo 
wheeled loader. 


2 : The four P-registered 
MANs seen together again 
at the Celcon block works. 
A similar picture was used 
in MAN's sales literature. 


3: Also seen in 1997 with 
an aggregate trailer was 
another Scania P113M 320 
tractor unit, N387 CAR, 
another of the leased 
vehicles. 
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A Left and right: The sad-looking results of two different roll-over accidents, 
which can happen so easily with tipping trailers on site or on the road. 



A One of A & J Hirst's bulk tippers can be seen on the right (the colours not showing up well under 
the trees), among all the lorries which were more or less blocking Park Lane in Central London, as 
part of a protest about fuel costs and taxation in 1998. 




A Another demonstrator, this time an ERF ECU, P604 RCA, which was used for a while in 1998. 



Above and below: The following year, seven more 
MAN 4x2 units arrived, including R663-5 and 667-9 
YKL, of which 668 is seen here, plus 'snatch-back' 
R272 JNL, which retained its red chassis and 
bumper, seen here with different styles of bulk 
trailer. 




A One of the next MAN tractor units to join the fleet, 
S534 SKJ, receiving the company lettering on its newly- 
painted cab. 
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A It looks as if S534 SKJ was stuck, as the tri-axle 
trailer's wheels are deep in the wet sand. It had to 
be pulled out by the wheeled loader. 


> Sister vehicle, S535 SKJ, is seen in the yard with 
a straight-frame tri-axle alloy-bodied bulk tipping 
trailer. 


V The trailer is seen again, the following day, 
after it had rolled over, when the night driver was 
unloading a boat. 
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|i 1J HIRST (DJluMfl) V* 


1 - 3 : The next MAN tractor unit in the Hirst fleet which Neil 
drove was W642 XKK, one of a four of MAN 26-414 three- 
axle units, with W641 XKK, seen in the yard (2), at the quarry 
and at the delivery site, with the sloping floor tri-axle bulk 
trailer in the fully tipped position. 


All HIRST (hauum) 


1 1 
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Above and below: The new generation cab was fitted to three-axle MAN TGA 26-418, GN51 BFY and GN51 BFZ, the next vehicle which Neil drove, seen with a 
bulk tipping trailer and the lower-sided aggregate tipper. 
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Right and below: The night man told Neil he had 
broken the mirror off, but the bumper, lights and 
nearside pillar were all damaged as well. This was 
one of several similar units, GK03 HJU, which Neil 
also drove, is seen below. 





Meanwhile, to complete the story of A & 

J Hirst's tippers while Neil worked for the 
company, there were also a couple of the 
Scania 'V cab two-axle 124G 400 tractor 
units in the fleet, T706/707 JKM, seen here 
ready for their next loads. 


P07 
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A Left and right: During his time with A & J Hirst, when there was a shortage 
of tipping work, Neil spent some time driving one of several Irish-registered 
Foden tractor units on container work, which took him all over the country. 
Here is 1989 Galway-registered Foden 4450, 89 G 5455, 'tipping' containers 
at a warehouse. Neil had a number of adventures with this powerful 
Caterpillar 450-equipped truck, which was in the grey livery of Swiss company 
Friderici, to which it had previously been on contract. 


> Seen at the same warehouse with a 
single 20 ft box on a short tandem- 
axle skeletal trailer and a year newer 
was this 1990 Caterpillar-powered 
Foden 4350, 90 G 5976. 


V A striking picture of another Foden 
4350, but this time a three-axle unit, 
90 G 5975 with a 40 ft box on a tri¬ 
axle skeletal trailer. 
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A Many enthusiasts will remember the classic eight-wheeled bulk tippers in the fleet of S Clark & Sons, for many years based in Penge, London SE20, like this 
ERF ECU W151 XKK. 



A The company added artic tippers to its fleet, like this ERF ECU, W161 XKK, and took over Hirst's depot at the Medway City Estate, Rochester. 
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A Another ERF EC11 artic bulk tipper, X431 SKE, seen at the new depot, but still 
showing the Penge details on the door. 


When 'Hirstie' retired and the 
company was closed, Neil 
made an almost seamless 
move to Clark's, which took 
over much of the work, as 
well as the depot. He drove 
this Foden 'Alpha' three-axle 
tractor unit, MK02 HYF, for a 
time. 




























































































94 I A Lifetime with Lorries 


> Another Foden Alpha in the Clark fleet was CX54 EXW, which had a high 
roof and aerodynamic additions to its sleeper cab. 


V Eight-wheelers remained part of the Clark fleet, like ERF ECS with the 
MAN-style cab, GK52 NWW, and Foden Alpha, RX04 RLY. 
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Three views of the DAF CF 
'Spacecab' three-axle tractor unit, 
DX06 ECD, with a Fruehauf tri-axle 
bulk tipping trailer, with which he 
continued to move mainly sand and 
gravel transport around South¬ 
eastern England, until he retired in 
2012. 


A Other DAF CF Spacecab tri-axle units in the Clark fleet included MX59 
BTY, seen here, and AE60 DMO, seen on page 6, which had smaller 
wheels on the lifting centre axle. 
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A Lifetime with Lorries 



A This DAF CF eight-wheeled tipper, AE09 BYC, was also in the Clark fleet. 



A This Hino 700 Series eight-wheeler, AE08 CRK, was a sign of changing times, when it joined the previously staunchly British-badged vehicles in the Clarkfleet. 
Neil's trailer is seen to the right. 






























Right and below: Before Neil retired, 
Clark's changed its alliegence 
to Renault, with Premium eight- 
wheelers like GN61 BOV, and 
artics like GN11 APX, one of three, 
APX, Y and Z, which he drove. The 
sleeper cabs were adorned with 
air-brushed cartoon 'Super-hero' film 
characters, like the 'Incredibles' and 
'Transformers'. 




V Looking back, 'Pride of Penge', 
Cummins-powered ERF 'A' Series 
artic unit, JJN 226L, more recently 
seen in Bowrings of Mansfield 
colours, has been restored and 
was finished in Clark's livery in 
preservation and is seen being 
followed by one of the company's 
Foden 4000 eight-wheelers at a rally. 
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A This 1964 AEC Marshal, BNR 474B, was returned to the factory for a gearbox conversion while Neil 
was working there. The D196 gearbox was converted to a D197, by removing a blanking plate from 
selector 6, fitting a sixth gear and a new speedo drive. It was operated by H J Collington of Wymeswold 
in Leicestershire, as shown by the traditional signwriting. In the background can be seen a selection of 
scooters,including Neil's own lavishly-decorated Vespa. 



A Neil changed to driving tippers in 1972. The 
first was this Scammell Routeman III 24 tons gross 
eight-wheeled tipper, YGK 219G (London, 1968-9) 
for Bearsted Contractors, based near Maidstone, 
hauling sand, gravel and asphalt. 



A Neil spent around ten years driving for Peach 
Contractors of Lordswood, Chatham, starting with 
this Perkins 540-powered Leyland Mastiff four- 
wheeled tipper, LKE 581P (Maidstone, 1975) again 
carrying aggregates or asphalt mainly around Kent. 



A An 'interim'-cabbed Mammoth Major III, KYH 713 (London, 1950), fleet no EV6, on contract to Berry Wiggins & Co Ltd, parked alongside a Mammoth Major 
Mk V tipper at the AEC works in Southall. There are Harrington Grenadier and Alexander Y Type coaches in the background. 




















A This AEC Mk V Mammoth Major was used in the 
AEC Works Transport fleet while Neil was there, 
running on tradeplates 430 H, with a dropside 
body, in the yellow livery. 


A This Maudslay Meritor eight-wheeler, LLU 305 (London, 1950), from the fleet of Sennocke of Sevenoaks, 


Kent, was photographed at the AEC works in Southall. Neil says the engine from Reeve's Meritor, KVR A Neil drove this ERF El4, H675 DKM, for 


150, which was 'broken' for spares, went into this lorry. 


Gardiner's Transport for a while in the early 1990s. 



A Neil drove for A & J Hirst, based at Rochester, for 15 years from 1992, including several years with a 1997 MAN 18-403, with Crane Fruehauf bulk tipping 
trailer, sister vehicle to P495 MKJ, seen in this striking shot, tipping sand at the Celcon works. 


























